


The rare Arabian oryx is believed to have inspired the myth of the unicorn.
This desert antelope became virtually extinct in the early 1960s. At that
time several groups of international conservationists arranged 1o have
9 animals sent to the Phoenix Zoo to be the nucleus of a captive
breeding herd. Today the orvx population is over 1,000, and
over SO0 have been returned to the Middle East.
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EUROPE

Introduction

his section covers Europe’s ethnic groups and ethme relations in European

nations. Europe is defined here to include all of conninental Evrope and the
British Isles, leeland, Cyprus, and the former republics of the Soviet Union in Eastern
Furope, including Russia wself. The natons of Furope range from ethnically
homogeneous (such as Poland) to ethnically pluralistic (such as Belgam) to ethmically
heterogeneous (such as Spain and ltalv). The most ethmcally diverse 15 Russia,
although that diversity is masked to some extent by the long history of Russian

dominance of ethmic nunortes.

Types of Ethme Groups
in Europe
European nations contain 2 number of differ-
ent types of ethnic groups. First, many nations,
such as Germany, Poland, and the Metherlands,
are heavily populated by a single ethnonational
group—ithe Germans, Poles, or Dutch. An
ethnonational group is the largest ethnic group
in its nation and the carrier of the national lan-
guage and culture. The second kind of ethnic
group in European nations is ethnonational
groups from one nation living in another (Poles
in Lithuania and Ukraine, for example), where
they are labeled national minorities. A third
type of group, really more cultural than eth-
nic, is defined by national culture; for example,
the French and the [talians. A fourth category
is ethnolinguistic minorities such as the Saami
in Scandinavia or the Ladin in ltaly—groups
of people who have been resident in the re-
gion for a long time and have maintained some
degree of cultural autonomy. Except in Rus-
sia, such groups are not a major presence in
Europe. Closely related 1o these groups is the

fifth type, regional ethnic minorities such as
the Basques and Catalans in Spain and the
Bretons in France—groups with a major pres-
ence in a particular national region, differing
culturally from the nation’s other ethnic
groups. The sixth category 15 immigrants from
outside Europe, most of whom left their na-
tion of origin after World War 11. These include
guest workers from other European and Asian
nations, as wall as emigrants from former Eu-
ropean colonies in Asia, Africa, and the
Americas. The seventh and final category is
ethnic groups whose people are present across
Europe but have no homeland there; notably,
Jews and Gypsies.

Fthnie Relations in FLurope
Ethnic relations take a variety of forms and
have been affected by large-scale migration
both within nations and across them. Across
nations, ethnic relations are essentially peace-
ful, as reflected in the formation of the

European Union and the likelihood of EU ex-
pansion of membership 1o Easiern Evropean
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nations—and the possible inclusion of these
same nations in NATO, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization. Within nations, the ma-
jor conflicts are between national, regional, and
ethnolinguistic minorities and the national
governments, such as in ltaly, Spain, and
Ukraine. The conflicts involve demands by the
minorities for autonomy and independence.
demands that are resisied by the national gov-
ernments. In some situations the conflict is
peaceful, in others it 15 violent. In nations in
Western Europe with large immigrant popu-
lations, conflict has developed in the 199(0s
over the number of immigrants that should be
allowed and the role of these immigrants in
national life, In many nations, immigrants are

seen as an economic and social burden, and
laws have been enacted to restrict their num-
bers, For their part, immigrants complain about
discrimination and believe that most nations
would prefer that they return to their nations
of origin and that members of dominant eth-
nic groups be given prionty in employment,
housing, and education. In the post-Commu-
nist era in Eastern Europe, there has been a
resurgence of anti-Semitism and anti-Gypsy
feeling. Consequently, a large number of Jews
have immigrated to Israel and the United
States, and many Gypsies have relocated to
Western Europe, although anti-Gypsy senti-
ments also have resurfaced there.
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Albania

ith a population of 3.4 million, Albania is in the Balkan region of southern Europe and is

bordered by the Adriatic Sea on the west, Serbia on the north and northwest, Macedonia on
the east, and Greece on the southeast. From the end of World War 11 to 1990, Albania was under
Communist rule. From 1967 to 1990, the practice of any religion was banned by the govern-
ment—it was the only officially atheistic nation in the world. Before then, Albania’s population
was primarily Muslim, with large minorities of Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic practitio-
ners. Since the end of Communist rule in 1990, religious freedom has been restored—bun the

role of religion in Albania today is unclear.

Ethnie Composition

Albania is an ethnically homogeneous soci-
ety. Albanians have for centuries been the
dominant ethnic group and today constitute
about 95% of the population. They call them-
selves Shiptare, number about 3.3 million in
Albania, and comprise two regional subgrowps,
the Ghegs in the north and the Tosks in the
south. Gheg culture is notable for its clan struc-
ture (rare in Europe in the 2(th century),
extended families, and blood feuds. Religious,
cultural, and linguistic differences that sepa-
rated the two groups largely disappeared
during the era of Communist rule, and today
Albanians are seen as a single ethnic group.
Albanians may be descended. at least in part,
from the Hlvrians who settled in the region
some 4,000 vears ago, and this ancestry has
served 1o keep them distinet from neighbor-
ing Slavic peoples who moved into the region
several thousand years later. The only other
sizable groups in Albania are the Greeks and
Vlachs.

Greeks constitute between 2% and 5% of
the population and live mainly in the south
along the border with Greece. Since the re-
opening of the border in 1994, many have
moved o Greece.

The Viach population is estimated at be-
tween 35,000 and 100,000, Formerly nomadic
sheepherders, the Viachs were settled forcibly
by the Communist government and are now
assimilated into Albanian society. Sometimes

considered Romanian because their language
15 similar, Viachs are a remnant population de-
scended from the Illvrians and Thracians who
interacted with the Slavic population over the
centuries in the Balkans.

Other groups in Albania include small
communities of Italians and Montenegrins
in the north, Jews in cities, Gypsies, Slay
Macedonians in the southeast, Armenians,
Pomaks, and Blacks descended from slaves
brought from Africa during the rule of the Ot-
toman Empire.

F.thme Relations

Albania itself is free of major ethnic conflict,
with the major conflicts involving ethnic Al-
banians and Serbs in the Kosovo region of
neighboring Serbia (vee Yogoslavia) and Al-
hanians and Macedonians in Macedonia (see
Macedonia). Under Communist rule (1946
90}, Greeks were the object of discrimination,
manifested in restrictions on using the Greek
language, a closed border with Greece, and
forced relocanons. Forced assimilanon, includ-
ing restrictions on the use of Greek names and
speaking Greek in public, has lessened since
1990 and the Greeks remaining in Albania
have become more politically active, However,
refusal by the Greek government since 1934
to accepl many Albanians seeking entry into
Greece has created animosity directed at the
Greek minority in Albania.
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Andorra

ndorra is a small nation in the Pyrenees mountains along the border between Spain and

France. It has a population of 55,000, composed of 54% Spaniards, 29% Catalans, 6%
French, 3% Portuguese, and the remainder mainly from other Western European nations. About
50% of the Spaniards and most of the French are not Andorran citizens, although they live in
Andorra and have work permits. Foreign immigration is limited to the Spaniards and French,
who may immigrate to work in Andorra.

Andorran 15 a national rather than an ethnic label, and individuals classified as Andorran are
ethnically Catalan (see Spain). Catalan is the official language of Andorra, although French and
Spanish are also commonly spoken. Roman Catholicism is the official religion; 94% of the
people are Roman Catholics, the remainder being Protestant. along with a small number of Jews.
Though small and landlocked, Andorra is a prosperous nation due to its thriving international
banking operations and tourism. Because of governmental controls on immigration and the pros-
pering economy, ethnic conflict is not an issue.

Armenia

rmenia is a small nation in southeastern Europe that is bordered by Georgia on the north,

Azerbaijan on the east, Iran on the south, and Turkey on the west. With a population of 3.5
million, 94% of whom are ethnic Armenians, the Republic of Armenia is one of the most ethni-
cally homogenous nations in the world. The Armenians and an Armenian state have been a
presence in the region for over 3,000 years, although borders have shifted. Armenia has been
ruled by Turks, Byzantines, Persians, and Russians, and was part of the Soviet Union for much
of the 20th century. The modern nation is located in what was previously called Eastern Arme-
nia. The area once known as Western Armenia, located within the borders of modern Turkey, was
emptied of Armenians through the genocide and forced relocations of the early 20th century.

F.thme {.:{'}I]]l'}{]ﬁiti{ Wi flee their homeland, and today there is a large
Armenan diaspora. Because of this diaspora,
the genocide in Turkey, and the antiquity of
their ethnic identity, the Armenian experience
1s often likened to that of the Jews,
Azerbaijani were the second largest eth-
nic group in Armenia (2.6% of the population)
during the Soviet era, but due to ongoing con-

Armenia is ethnically homogeneous. Arme-
nians have been a distinet ethnic group in the
region for over 3,000 years and formed the first
Chrnstian nation in the world between a.p. 301
and 330. Religion, especially the Armenian
Orthodox Church, remains a unifying force for

Arm-:man:-j. i andluutmds Aljmcm.'a. tlict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, nearly
(ther key features of Armenian culture include
all have now fled or have been expelled.

the large, cjxtcndﬂd famll}f nfe:twnrl-:rs? the long Russians numbered 51.600 in 1989, but
and deep literary and artistic traditions; and
ties to the homeland.

The Khemsil, Armenians who converted to
[slam in the 18th century under Ottoman rule,
live mainly in Turkey. Because of the frequent
invasions of Armenia and rule imposed by
other nations, many Armenians al various
times over the millennia have been forced to

probably fewer than that live in Armema in
1997-—many left following Armenian indepen-
dence from the Soviet Unton in 1991, During
the Soviet era, the Armenian government was
a close ally of Russia, although relations turned
hostile in the late 1980s when the Soviet gov-
ernment failed to meet Armenian demands for
the unification of the Nagormo-Karabakh re-
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gion in Azerbaijan with Armenia. Sull, Rus-
sians in Armenia remain influential in eco-
nomic affairs, and Armenians who speak Rus-
sian remain at an advantage in dealing with
the Russian government and with foreign busi-
nesses located in Russia

Kurds in Armenia numbered 56,000 in
1989, with Armenia having the largest num-
ber of Kurds of any of the former Soviet re-
publics. This number is, of course, only a small
percentage of the 23 million Kurds in the
world, who are primanly in the Middle East.
Kurds are mainly Sunni Muslims, and a large
segment of the community is formed by those
who fled Azerbaijan in the 1920s. Relations

Other groups in Armenia include several
thousand Greeks and Ukrainians.

Ethme Relations

Ethnic relations within Armenia are peaceful,
with the nation’s ethnic conflicts being mainly
external and involving the neighboring Turk-
ish Turks and Azerbaijani Turks—the
Armenians are bitter enemies of both, The
ongoing conflict with the Azerbaijanis is cov-
ered in the entry on Azerbaijan. Although
tensions remain between the Russians and Ar-
menians in Armenia, there is little threat of
violent conflict.

with the Armenians are peaceful though so-
cially distant.

Yezidis, who numbered about 52,000 in
1989, speak Kurdish and are considered by
many outsiders to be Kurds although they
view themselves as a distinct ethnic group
and live apart from the Kurds. Their dis-
linctivencss rests on their unigque religion,
hased on elements drawn from Zoroastri-
anism. Judaism, Chrstianity, and Islam;
their belief that they are descended from
Adam alone; avoidance of commercial ac-
tivities: and a social structure of three
castes: laypersons, and those with special
religious status called pvir and sheikh.
Yeridi relations with the Armenians are
peaceful.

Lrmvsrrnicens soleliers ore thee evwee i T3 caring the war
iwtth Azertwagran over e Negraress - Kol regginin
Pludin: Heasters 1ot s Betimunn

Austria

Au!iu"m. located in central Europe, is bordered by Germany and the Czech Republic on the
north, Slovakia on the northeast, Hungary on the southeast, Slovenia and ltaly on the south,
and Switzerland on the west. Austria was created in 1918 through the unification of Vienna and
the six German-speaking provinees of the defunct Austro-Hungaran Empire, In 1945, Burgenland
was added. To some extent, all eight provinces—Lower Austria, Upper Austria, Steiermark, Tirol,
Carinthia, Salzburg, Vorarlberg, and Burgenland-—retain something of their distinct cultural tra-
ditions. Since 1945, however, all have been incorporated into the emerging Austrian national
¢ulture through governmental control of the education system and media and a conscious effort
to promote an Austrian identity separate from that of Germany. Austria has a population of
1986000 of whom between 95% and 99% are Austnian and speak the southern dialect of Ger-
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man. Because Austria classifies ethnic identity on the basis of language, some non-Austrians
who speak that dialect of German may be lumped in the Austrian category. “Austrian” is more a
national designation than an ethnic designation, as Austrians are closely related to southern

Germans in language and culture, especially to Bavarians.

Ethnic Composition
Austrians are citizens of the nation of Aus-
tria, drawn together by their language
(German), religion { Roman Catholicism), val-
ues that emphasize both the rural history of
the nation and its modern sophistication, and
a genéral desire o forge an identity separare
from Germans. Forces working against an
Austrian identity include the growing desire
for unification with Germany and the cultural
traditions of the regional culres. Especially
important are local, class-based networks in
which individuals spend most of their lives.
Austrian society is divided into five classes—
farmers, workers, bureaucrats, wealthy
landowners, and nobility. About 5% of Aus-
trians are Roman Catholic.

Most of the other ethnic groups with siz-
able populations in Austria fall into two cat-
egones—yguest workers, and populanons near
the borders of their homelands. The major
guest worker groups are the Serbs and Turks,
most of whom live in Vienna. The Serbs num-
ber perhaps as many as 250,000, while the
Turks number about 100,000, Other guest
workers come from Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Romania.

Groups from nearby nations include the
Croats, numbering about 20,000, who live
mainly in Burgenland where they were first
settled by the Hapsburgs in the 17th century;
Czechs, who migrated to Austria in the late
1800s and early 19005 in search of employ-
ment in Vienna and other major cities and are
assimilated into Austrian society; Hungar-
ians, numbering about 15,000, mostly farm-
ers who live in Burgenland on the border with
Hungary, their presence in Austria the result
of post—World War I negotiations that placed
the province within Austria’s borders; Slovaks,
who migrated to Austria in the late 18005 and
early 1900s in search of employment in Vienna
and other major cities and were rapidly assimi-
lated into Austrian society; and Slovenes, num-
bering about 20,000, mostly farmers who have

lived for several thousand years in relatively
isolated communities in Cannthia, and in the
20th century have been subjected to discrimi-
nation by the German-speaking majority in the
region.

The Gypsy population is quite small, about
40,000, and both Roma and Sinti groups have
lived in Austria since the 14th century. They
currently live mainly in Vienna and
Burgenland, where compulsory education and
efforts to include them in the industrial
workforce have not yet led to assimilation.

Vienna is a cosmopolitan city that draws
residents from all over the world, including
Iran, Russia, France, Spain, and the United
Siates.

Eithnmic Relations

Austrian law classifies the Croat, Czech, Hun-
garian, Slovak, and Slovene minorities as
official minorities, while Jews, Gypsies. Turks.
and Serbs, and others are not so classified.
Although official policy protects minority
rights, mass executions and assimilation pres-
sures before and following World War II have
substantially reduced the populations of all
minorities. Austrian law limits the number of
guest workers allowed in the country, but be-
cause they can bring spouses and children,
guest workers may account for almost 10% of
the population. There 15 considerable anti-
Semitism in Austria, although Jews number
less than 10,000, There also is resentment of
foreign workers (who constitute about 13% of
Vienna's population) and a fear of being over-
run by refugees from Eastern Europe. Austria
has a history of strained ethnic relations with
its neighbors: with Traly, based on the treat-
ment of Austrian Tiroleans in northern ialy;
with Romania, concerning the treatment of
Austrians in Transylvania; and with Croatia
and Slovenia, regarding the treatment of Croats
and Slovenes in Burgenland.
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Belarus

elarus (formerly called Belarussia or Byelorussia) is a small nation in Eastern Europe bor-

dered by Latvia and Russia on the north, Russia on the east, Ukraine on the south, and
Poland and Lithuania on the west. The population is 10.2 million, composed mainly of Slavic
peoples—Belarusians, Russians, Ukrainians, and Poles. Ancestors of modern-day Belarusians
have been settled in the region since the Yth century 4.0, Once forming the core of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, by the 16th century the region came under Polish control, and in the 17th
and 18th centuries under the control of Muscovy and then Russia. Belarus was closely linked to
Russia during the 20th-century Soviet era, and it remains so in the 1990s,

Ethme Composition
Ethnically, nearly the entire population is
Slavic. The largest group is the Belarusians
(formerly called Belarussians, or White Rus-
sians), who number about 8 million, or 78%
of the population. Their language is
Belarusian, which is closely related to Ukrai-
nian and Russian. Despite efforts to promote
the use of Belarusian and it status as the na-
tional language since 1991, Russian is
commonly spoken and remains the language
of government. Since Belarus's independence
from the Soviet Union in 1991, there has been
an effort to begin to teach Belarusian in the
schools. Nearly all Belarusians are adherents
of Eastern Orthodoxy. Major distinguishing
cultural features, which are now found mainly
in rural areas, include distinctive red, white,
and black colors in dress; an emphasis on fab-
nc crafts; dramatic religious ceremonies; a
style of folk music and song dating o pre-
Christian times: and a form of Eastern
Orthodoxy that combines indigenous practices
such as harvest festivals with Christianity.
There are large populations with Belarus an-
cestry in Canada, the United States, Australia,
Ukraine, Russia, Poland, and Central Asia,
although as immigrants, they have often been
classified as Russians.

The three other Slavic peoples form about
20% of the population of Belars, with Poles
numbering about 4 18,000, or about 4% of the
population (see Poland): Russians numbering
about 1.4 million, or 13% of the population
{see¢ Russia); and Ukrainians numbering
about 300,00, or 3% of the population (see
Ukraine).

The only non-Slavic group of significant
size is the Jews, estimated at anywhere from
75,0000 to | 12,(6K). The easing of restrictions
on emigration and an increase in anti-Semitic
rhetoric has led many Belarusian Jews to leave
tor Israel and the United States since the late
1980s.

E.thrie Relations

Beginning in the 18th century and continuing
on through the Soviet period, Belarusians were
subject to a Russification campaign that re-
stricted their political rights and language use,
converted many from Roman Catholicism and
indigenous religions to Eastern Orthodoxy, and
made the country an economic appendage of
Russia. Resistance to Russian rule emerged in
the mid-18(M)s along with an increased sense
of distinct Belarusian identity, In 1921, the
territory that is now Belarus was divided
among Belarus, Russia, Poland, Lithuania, and
Latvia, and Russification continued, inter-
rupted only by World War 11, which devastated
the nation. The Sovietizatnon policies of the
post—World War Il era further Russified the
population, with Russian replacing Belarusian
as the pnimary language.

In 1991 Belarus became an independent
nation, and Belarus experienced a cultural re-
vival along with political independence. The
relationship between Belarusians and the
Ukrainians and Russians—associated with the
old political order—is an ambivalent one. On
the one hand, the groups are culturally and lin-
guistically closely related and there is a long
history of contact, although not always peace-



ful. On the other hand, Russian rule prevented
the emergence of an autonomous Belarusian
national culture and, to a large extent, replaced
the Belarusian language with Russian.

The economic and political realities of the
1990s seem to have taken precedence over con-
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cerns about cultural autonomy; in 1995 and
1996, Belarus and Russia entered into agree-
ments that made them political and economic
partners. Anti-Semitism has reappeared in the
post-Soviet era, which is one factor encourag-
ing Jews to leave Belarus,

Belgium

elgium is a small nation in northern Europe, bordered on the north by the North Sea and the

Netherlands, on the east by Germany and Luxembourg, and on the south and east by France.
It has a population of 10,082,000. Belgium is a modern, postindustrial society, with a highly
educated population. The city of Brussels is the home of many agencies of the European Union
and related nstitutions. Belgium became an independent nation following a revolt against the
Dutch king in 1830. Although unified politically, Belgium is ethnically pluralistic and is some-
times cited by experts as a model of peaceful ethntc relations.

IZthme Composition
Belgium is a multicultural and bilingual soci-
ety, with 55% of the population classified as
Flemish, 33% as Walloon, and 12% as either
German, Arabs from North Africa, Turk,
Gireek, Italian, or Spanish.

Flemish (Flemings) are defined primarily
through residence in the Flemish region and
by speaking Flenush dialects of Dutch. The
Flemish are descended from the original Celtic
inhabitants of what are now Belgian lands and
the Romans and Franks who later ruled the
region. Flemish culture has been heavily in-
fluenced by its locauon along major trade
routes—shipbuilding was once a major eco-
nomic activity, and shipping and small inde-
pendently owned businesses are still common.
Most Flemish are Roman Catholic, although
many do not participate in church activities or
do so only in a limited way. Flemish art, mu-
sic, dance, and literature are a well known com-
ponent of Western European civilization.

Walloons are identified through their resi-
dence in Walloma and by speaking dialects of
French. They. too, are descended from the
original Celtic inhabitants of the region and
Romans and Franks who arrived later.
Walloons are mainly Roman Catholic, al-
though participation in church activities is
declining. Wallonia was traditionally a center

of industry and trade, and Walloon culture was
heavily influenced by the French. While
Walloons was once politically dominant,
power has shifted since the 1960s to the Flem-
ish, and the Walloons now see themselves as
the weaker member of the partnership.
Walloons constitute as much as 70% of the
population of Brussels, although some are
adopting the Dutch language in order to affili-
ate with the Flemish,

The major nonindigenous ethnic groups in
Belgium are those formed by guest workers
and their families from southern Europe, Asia,
and Africa. Greeks, who numbered about
300,000 in 1985 but fewer in the 1990s, came
as guest workers and work mainly in facto-
ries, the tourism trade, and construction. They
are Greek Orthodox and live mainly in
Walloma. As most plan to return to Greece,
they are little interested in, nor are they sub-
ject to, assimilation pressures.

Italians, who number fewer than 100,000,
came mainly in the 1980s as guest workers in
construction and industry. They are Roman
Catholic, hive mostly in Walloma, and coexist
peacefully with the Walloons and other Euro-
pean guest-worker communities.

Arabs are mainly from Morocco, with a
smaller number from Algeria; they number
about 150,000, and most reside in Wallonia or
Brussels. They are Muslims and, along with
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the Turks, form the poorest population in Bel-
gium. They live in ethnic ghettos and have little
social contact with the Belgians or with other
ethnic minorities.

Spaniards number about 60,000. Most
came to Belgium in the 1970s and 1980s as
guest workers in tourism, construction, and
industry. They are Roman Catholic and live
mainly in Wallonia. As most plan to retumn to
Spain, they are little interested in, nor are they
subject (o, assimilation pressures.

Torks number about 100,000, with most
residing in Wallonia or Brussels, They are
Muslims and, along with the Arabs, form the
poorest population in Belgium. They live in
ethnic ghettos and have little social contact
with the Belgians or with other ethnic minori-
ties.

(ermans are another major nonindigenous
group in Belgium. They number about 70, (KK
and live in the eastern part of Wallonia, near
the border with Germany. Most German speak -
ers in the country became Belgian citizens fol-
lowing the redrawing of the Belgian and
Cerman border in 1919, These German speak-
ers enjoy some degree of legal, political, and
cultural autonomy.

Jews in Belgium number about 40,000 and
live in major cities, where they work as mer-
chants or professionals.

Other non—guest worker groups include
French near the border with France and a
small Russian community composed of the
descendants of those who fled Russia after the
1917 Revolution.

F.ithme Relatons

Relations between the Flemish and Walloons,
while peaceful, remain distant. There are even

independent Flemish and Walloon national
assemblies in Belgium's government. Flem-
ish is the national language, however, and since
the 19605 the Flemish have become politically
and economically dominant.

Since Belgium's independence from the
Metherlands in 1830, the relative power of the
Flemish and the Walloons has been a major
issue in Belgium. The issue is such a concemn
that there has been no official attempt to mea-
sure the populations of the two language
groups since 1947, In the 1980s, the Belgian
constitution was revised to distinguish among
three communities—Flemish-, French-, and
German-speaking—and three regions—
Flanders, Wallonia, and Brussels. Flemish live
in the north and speak dialects of Duich.
Walloons live in the south and speak dialects
of French, Brussels, a multicultural city, is
officially bilingual, although the majority of
its residents speak French as their primary lan-
guage. Many Belgians speak not just French
and Dutch, but also German and English. Al-
though Belgium is sometimes descrnibed as a
hilingual, bicultural nation, this is an oversim-
plification. The Flemish and Walloon groups
are described by experts as “communities”
rather than as ethnic groups, and individuals
can move easily from one community to the
other by learning to speak the other language.

Guest workers from southern Europe and
Morth Africa were encouraged (o come Lo Bel-
gium in the 19708 and 19805 10 fill vacancies
in industry and construction, but in the | 9940
concerns about the arrival of refugees from
Africa and the former Yugoslavia have led to
grealer restrictions on settlement.
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Bosnia and Herzegovina

he Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina (also known as Bosnia-Herzegovina) is located on

the Balkan Peninsula in southeastern Europe. It came into existence in 1992 as pant of the
demise of Yugoslavia with Yugoslavia now consisting only of Serbs and Monienegrins. From the
end of World War [1 until the 1990s, it was a multicultural republic within Yugoslavia. Bosnia-
Herzegovina is bordered by Serbia (also known as Yugoslavia) on the east and south, and by
Croatia on the north and west. The war that followed Bosnia-Herzegovina's independence in
1992 and ended in late 1995—involving the Bosnian Muslims, Croats, and Serhs—drastically
altered the prewar population, In 1997, Bosnia-Herzegovina is a nation pantitioned into two
territories occupied by Bosnian Muslims, Serbs, and Croats and governed by a coalition govern-
ment representing these communities under United Mations and NATO oversight, The population
in 1996 was estimated o be about 2.6 million, a decrease of almost 2 million since 1991, The
war resulted in about 1.3 million people being displaced within Bosnia, about 300,000 people

becoming refugees elsewhere in Europe, and over 100,000 people having been killed.

Ethme Composition

Prior to independence and the war, Bosnia-
Herzegovina was a multiethnic nation,
composed of three distinct Slavic ethnic
groups. Bosmian Muslims constituted 43.7%
of the population, Serbs 31.5%, and Croais
17.3%. An additional 5.5% considered them-
selves Yugoslavians, and the remainder of the
population consisted of a number of smaller
groups mcluding Vlachs, Slav Macedonians,
and Gypsies,

Bosnians are a South Slavic ethnic group
whose ancestors entered the region in the 6th
and Tth centuries. They speak Serbo-Croatian
with words added from Turkish, reflecting On-
toman rule of the region from the 15th cen-
tury to the early 20th century. While Bosnia
has been a distinet region in the Balkans for
nearly 1,000 vears, a sense of Bosnian ethnicity
distinct from that of the Serbs and Crouts
emerged only in the 18005 and is based pri-
marily on religious differences—Bosnians are
Muslims, whereas the other groups are Easi-
em Orthodox and Roman Catholic. Another
difference 15 that the Bosnians who converted
to Islam were mainly urban professionals and
husiness owners, while the Serbs and Croats
werg mainly rural farmers who were domi-
natéd by the Onoman Turks and their Bosnian
Muslim supporters. This pattern (Bosnians
being mainly urban professionals) continues
in modern times. In addition to religion, place

of residence, and profession, a distinet Bosnian
identity has been maintained by Bosnians mar-
rying other Bosnian Muslims or Muslims from
Tuarkey. Bosnian Muslims live mainly in cen-
tral Bosnia. Bosnians living elsewhere were
displaced during the war by Serbs and Croats.

Serbs in Bosnia are called Bosnian Serbs
1o distinguish them from Serbs in Serbia
proper, although there is littde o distinguish
the groups culturally. Serbs in Serbia assisted
the Serbs in Bosnia during the 199295 war.
The Serbs live in southem, eastern, and north-
ern Bosnia and control 49% of the termtory of
Bosnia,

Croats in Bosnia live mainly in the west
and central regions, and through the 1994
peace agreement with the Bosnian Muslims,
they are now aligned with the Muslims in op-
position to the Serbs, To what extent other
groups that lived in the region are still present
is unclear. It is likely that many fed or were
displaced.

F.thmie Relatons

As part of Yugoslavia, Bosnia was a mulii-
ethnic nation of Bosnian Muslims, Serbs, and
Croats. Although the three groups were gen-
erally localized in distinct regions, there was
also considerable mixing, especially in the
large cities. Ethnic tensions were thought to
be minimal, and Bosnia was sometimes cited
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as a model of an ethnically pluralistic society.
This notion came to an abrupt end when the
Bosnian Muslims and Croats voted for and
declared independence in 1992, over Bosnian
Serb objections. The resulting war, which was
started by the Bosman Serbs with the support
of Serbs in Yugoslavia, was the worst war in
Europe since World War I1. It pitted the
Bosnians against the Serbs and Croats, and the
Croats against the Serbs. With a superior mili-
tary force and tactics of “ethmc cleansing,” the
Serbs by 1994 had control of 70% of Bosnia
and had killed tens of thousands of Bosman
Muslims, driven nearly two million out of the
couniry or o the Bosnian-held sectors, and had
destroyed hundreds of villages. The Serb of-
fensive alse included attacks on civilians,
including the bombing of major cities such as
Sarajevo, Gorazde. and Bihac. International
outrage directed at the Serbs led 1w United
Nations peacekeeping forces in the region, and
in 1994 the Croats and Bosnian Muslims re-
solved their differences and allied against the
Serbs. By 1995 the Serb advance had been
halted and much of the territory they had

gained was returned 1o Bosnian or
Croat control. In late 1995 a peace
accord was recached; Bosnia-
Herzegovina would be allowed o
exist as a single nation with political
power shared by a central govern-
ment, a Muslim-Croat federation, and
a Bosnian Serb republic. In elections
held in September 1996, 4 three-per-
son national presidency was elected,
with one president each from the
Muslim, Croat, and Serb communi-
bes, and the Bosnian president, who
received the most voles, serving as
chair. In the house of representatives,
28 seats are for representatives from the Mus-
lim-Croat federation and 14 for those from the
Bosnian Serb republic. In addition, the
Bosnian Serb republic elects its own president
and national assembly and the Muslim-Croat
federation its own house of representatives.

Despite this political structure, the presence
of about 40,000 foreign troops, and the indict-
meni of former Bosnian Serb leaders for war
crimes, peace is not secure. The desire of some
Croat communities for unification with Croatia
and fears of Serb desires for unification with
Serbia raise guestions about how long the
multiethnic nation will survive. The Bosnian
alliance with the Croats is based on the prac-
tical reality that the Bosnians require Croal
support in any future war with the Serbs. Thus,
the alliance is tenuous and the Croats have not
been reluctant o keep Bosmans from reset-
tling in temitory now inhabited by Croats, For
their part, the Serbs have refused to let Crouts
or Bosnians retum 1o Serb-held temitory, and
altempis o do so have been met by forcible
eviclions.
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Bulgaria

B ulgaria is in the Balkan region of southeastern Europe and is bordered by Romania on the
north, the Black Sea on the east, Turkey and Greece on the south, and Macedonia and Serbia
on the west. Until 1989, it was ruled by a Communist government closely aligned with the
Soviet Union, Since then it has been moving toward a democratic form of government and a
capitalist economy. Bulgaria has a population of about 8.7 million.

Religion (Eastern Orthodoxy, Islam, Protestantism, and Roman Catholicism), social class
distinctions, and urban/rural difference are important aspects of Bulgarian social organization.
Traditionally, Bulgana was a rural nation where most people lived by farming and herding sheep
and goats. The economic sector was transformed in the 20th century to one dominated by indus-
try and commercial agriculture, and the majority of the population now lives in urban areas.

Ethnic Composition

Although ethnic Bulgarians form 85% of the
population, Bulgaria is a multicthnic nation,
due to the country’'s location at the crossroads
of Asia and Europe and control of the region
by the Muslim Ottoman Empire for nearly 500
years. The nation’s population today is less di-
verse than in the past: some groups such as
Albanians, Armenians, Czechs, Slovaks, Ro-
manians, and Greeks are now remnant
populations of less than 20,000 each.

Bulgarians number 7.5 million and con-
stitute 85% of the population. They are de-
scended from Slavic peoples who settled in
the region between the 5th and 6th centuries,
while the Bulgarian polity traces its roots to
the Turkic peoples who entered the region in
the 7th century. Most Bulganans are Eastern
Orthodox Christians, with adherence to indig-
enous beliefs continuing in rural areas. As the
dominant group, they are subject to charges
of attempting to force ethnic minorities to as-
similate into Bulgarnan society.

The largest minority category is Muslims,
although there 1s cultural diversity within this
categorization. Turks, nearly all of whom are
Sunni Muslims, are the largest ethnic minor-
ity mn Bulgana, numbering about 750,000 or
8.5% of the population. They have lived in
Bulgaria since 1396 and today live mainly in
the south and northeast. The Gagauz Turks
practice the Greek Orthedox religion, which
distinguishes them from most other Turks who

are Muslims. About 12,000 live in Bulgaria,
with the majority in Moldova, Ukraine, and
Greece. Pomaks, Bulgarian Muslims who
number about 280,000, live mainly in the
Rhodope Mountains of southern Bulgana.
Their ancestors were converted to Islam dur-
ing the period of Ottoman rule. Although they
are Mushms, they speak Bulgarian and are eth-
nic Bulgarians.

Bulgaria has for at least 600 years had a
large Gypsy (Roma) population, and estimates
place their current number at anywhere from
260,000 to over one million. The majority live
in large cities, although they are found in all
regions of Bulgaria. Most work in service oc-
cupations or at low-level wage labor. The ma-
jority are Muslims, with a minority being
Eastern Orthodox practitioners.

Two small remnant populations of long-
time inhabitants are the Sarakatsani and the
Vlachs. The Sarakatsani are a pastoral people
located mainly in Greece, with a small num-
ber also in the border regions of southern
Bulgaria. Vlachs, more commonly called
Karakatchans in Bulgaria, live in the moun-
tain regions of the north and west. Their num-
ber has been estimated at as many as 400,000,
but that figure is almost certainly an overesti-
mate. Sometimes considered Romanian be-
cause their language is stmilar, Vlachs are a
remnant population descended from the
Hlyrnans and Thracians who have interacted
with the Slavic population over the centuries
in the Balkans,
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The final major group is the Slav
Macedonians, who call themselves Pirin
Macedonians afier the southwestern region
of Bulgaria where they live. Their population
i5 approximately 200,000; their exact number
is unknown, as official censuses systematically
underreport them. Some segment of the group
has always sought alignment with Macedonia,
though the Bulgarian government has resisted
such desires.

Other groups include several thousand Al-
banians and Muslim Tatars, Circassians
closely tied to the Turks in the north, and rem-
nant populations of Jews (Sephardim and
Ashkenazim), Greeks, Russians, Slovaks,
Czechs, Hungarians, Germans, and Arme-
nians.

Ethme Relations

Ethnic minorities in Bulgaria tend to live in
villages in the south, although these commu-
nities are usually a mix of ethnic minorities
and Bulgarians living together peacefully, for
the most part. Ethnic relations with most mi-
nority ethnic groups are harmonious, save for
with the Turks who are the object of both per-
sonal and official discrimination, the root of
which is the Oueman control of Bulgaria for
almost 500 years beginning in 1396, During
the Communist era, a largely ineffective policy
of forced assimilation attempted to turn all
non-Bulgarians into Bulgarians. In the post-
Communist era since 1989, ethnic rivalnes for
power have been largely nonvielent, although
the Bulgarians have been accused of using re-
pressive tactics w silence political opponents.
While concern remains about separatist inter-
esl in some groups, the harsher restrictions on
ethnic groups have mostly ended since 989,

During the rule of the Ottoman Empire
from 1396 to the revolt of 1877, Turks ruled

the majority of Bulgarians, who feared assimi-
lation into Turkish culture. Since Bulgarian in-
dependence, Turks have been discriminated
against, and sizable numbers were expelled or
allowed to return to Turkey in the 1950s, and
again in 1989, In 1984, the Bulgarian govern-
ment changed all Turkish names to Bulgarian
ones and attempted to close mosques and re-
strict the worship of [slam. The Turks re-
sponded with hunger strikes, protests, and
demonstrations, which were repressed by Bul-
garian forces. Following the end of Commu-
nist rule in 1989, Muslim names were restored
and the repressive policies ended, although ani-
mosity toward Turks remains, and both sides
continue (o negotiate the role of Turks in Bul-
garian society.

During the Communist era, forced assimi-
lation—such as banning religious practice and
requiring Pomaks to use Bulgarian names—
was the official policy. Since 1989 these ef-
fors have largely ended, and Pomaks freely
practice Islam. Tensions remain, however, with
the Bulgarian majority, in part because Pomaks
tend to identify more closely with the Islamic
Turks.

Compulsory education and other govern-
ment programs have lifted the Gypsies’ eco-
nomic status, but Communist government
assimilation policies sought to eradicate their
identity. Although they are considered inferior
and are discniminated against in daily life, their
large number assures them a role in democratic
Bulgaria.

Until the fall of the Communist govern-
ment in 1989, Slav Macedonians often were
classified as ethnic Bulgarians by the govern-
ment, their political parties controlled, and
their leaders imprisoned. Although the sitna-
tion has relaxed since 1'¥H), Bulgarian opin-
ion is still firm in opposition to Macedonian
independence,
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Croatia

he Republic of Croatia, on the Balkan Peninsula in southeastern Europe, 15 bordered by

Slovenia and Hungary on the north, Yugoslavia (Serbia) on the east, Bosnia-Herzegovina on
the south, and the Adriatic Sea on the west. Croatia became an independent nation in June 1991
upon its withdrawal from Yugoslavia, Prior to that, it had been a unit of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croatians, and Slovenes, and then one of the republics of Yugoslavia. Since it emerged as a
distinct entity in the 7th century, Croatia was ruled by the Hungarians, Austrnians, Italian city-
states, and the Otoman Turks. Its location in the northern Balkans and contact with European
cultures have given Croat society a sirong Western European flavor. From 1991 1o 1996, Croatia—
along with Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina—was involved in the largest and most devastating
war in Europe since World War 1. The 1996 population was about five million, although reloca-

tions caused by the war make population estimates difficult.

Fthnie Composition

Prior to the wars in the 1990s, Croats
(Croatians) accounted for 78% of the popula-
tion, Serbs 12%. and a mix of other groups
the remaining 105, The wars have altered this
mix, with about 190,000 Bosnians and Croats
from Bosnia living as refugees in Croatia;
191,000 Croats living in different regions of
Croatia than before the war; and about 100,000
Serbs living under United Nations protection
in the Erajina region, In addition, some 60,000
Croats are living as refugees in other nations,
a sizable percentage in Germany. Thus, it is
likely that in the late 1990s, Croats form a
greater percentage of the population than be-
fore independence in 1991, and Serbs a smaller
percentage. Most of the Bosnian refugees in
Croatia are expected o return to Bosnia cven-
tually.

Croats are a southern Slavic people closely
related to the Serbs and Bospians, Religion
i Roman Catholicism), language (the Croatian
dialect of the Serbo-Croatian language), and
loyalty to the Croat nation are important cle-
ments of Croat ethnic identity, In addition to
these factors, Croats differ from the Serbs and
Bosnians in cultural orientation—contact with
western cultures has strongly influenced Croat
education, science, art, and literature, while
the Serbs have been more influenced by East-
ern Europe and the Bosnians by the Ouoman
Turks. The recent war with the Serbs resulted
in the destruction of many important symbols

of Croat culture including churches, public
buildings, cemeteries, and museums. The
Croats on the Adriatic Sea were heavily influ-
enced by the ltalian city-states of Genoa and
Venice, and Croats in that region are some-
times classified as Dalmatians and are con-
sidered a distinct Croat subgroup. Croats
primarily arc a rural people, with some 20%
of the population invelved in agriculture. The
large extended family has, in the 20th century,
been replaced by smaller nuclear families.
Almost all Croats are Roman Catholic, with
many pre-Chnstian practices incorporated.

Serbs in Croatia live maimnly in the Krajina
region near Serbia. Following Croatia’s dec-
laration of independence in 1991, the Serbs
launched a war designed 1o solidify Serbian
control and, some experts believe, to expand
the boundaries of Serbia. Using tactics labeled
“ethnic cleansing,” the Serbs raped, tortured,
murdered, and drove off the Croats living in
the Serb-dominated region. By 1995 Croatia
had regained control of much of the region and
they, w0, were accused of using “ethnic cleans-
ing” o drive off the Serbs. A peace treaty
signed in Paris in December 1995 ended the
fighting but did not completely resolve the is-
sue of territorial control.

Prior to the war, the other ethnic minorities
in Croatia were mainly from neighboring na-
tions: Hungarians (234,000), Slovenes
{234,000), and Bosnians (400,(MH)). Bosnian
refugees from Bosnia have increased in num-
ber. There was also a substantial Gypsy popu-
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lation before the war, which has likely de-
creased in size because of immigration o
Western Europe.

Ethnic Relations

Ethnic relations concern almost exclusively the
relations between the Croats and Serbs in
Croatia and the Croats and Serbs in general.
Through most of the 20th century, the two
groups have been linked in an uncasy political
alliance, first in the Kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats, and Slovenes and then, after World War
II, in Yugoslavia. The Croats have long feared
and strongly resisted what they perceive as
Serb attempts to gain political control in the
region, to impose the use of the Serbian dia-
lect on Croatia, and 1o expand the temitory of
Serbia by waking land from Croatia. Differ-
ences in religion also have also led to
difficulties between the groups. During World
War Il the Croats aided the Nazis while the
Serbs violently resisted, and some Serbs blame
the Croats for atrocities committed by the
Nazis. The Balkan wars of the 1990s were
marked by ethnic cleansing by both Serbs and
Croats, although it is believed that the Serbs
were the chiel perpetrators. In Croatia, the
Serbs have been promised regional autonomy

{rrsatean cardhiesns and Fugoshamin Serl soliliors foce
off dunng the I confTect ar Fuensforo
diszniegroted. Photo: Bewiers Corbas- Bettmunn

upon the successful implementation of a peace
treaty. In Bosnia, the Serbs and Croats form
separate political factions and live in separate

regions.

Cyprus

Lm:m:d in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, Cyprus 1s an island nation separated since 1983
into the Republic of Cyprus (occupying the southern two-thirds of the island) and the Turk-
1sh Republic of Northern Cyprus (occupying the northem third ). The Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus is recognized only by Turkey. while the Republic of Cyprus is recognized internation-
ally. The island population is 736,000: 78% Greek Cypniots, and 8% Turkish Cypriois, with

small numbers of Maronites and Armenians.

I.thnie {.'unqumitiun

Greek Cypriots have lived on Cyprus since
1200 w.cc, Most are members of the Greek Or-
thodox Church of Cyprus, which has been
independent since A.p. 488. Central 1o Greek
Cypriot identity is the concept of enosis—uni-
hication with Greece—which arose following

the formation of the modern Greek nation in
the 1830s and spread and deepened during the
penod of British rule of Cyprus from 1878 1o
1960). Today, the influence of the Greek Or-
thodox Church in political affairs has
dimimshed. the economy 15 expanding, and
Greck Cypnots see themselves as full mem-
bers of the Western European community.



Turkish Cypriots are mostly descendants
of Turks who settled on the island during the
period of Ottoman rule (1571-1878). They are
Muslims, supported by and closely affiliated
with Turkey. In opposition to the Greek goal
of enosis, Turks have desired taksim—division
of the 1sland into Greek and Turkish zones—
to avoid becoming an ethnic minority. Since
partition, the Turkish sector has not expanded
economically and is still heavily dependent on
agriculture and on support from Turkey.

[n addition to Greeks and Turks, the other
major ethnic groups are Armenians and
Maronite Christians. Armenians arrived on
Cyprus after World War 1. Numbering fewer
than 3,000, they form an urban trading class
in the Greek sector. Maronites are Arabic-
speaking Christians from Lebanon and Syria
who have lived as farmers on Cyprus for over
400 years. They number several thousand and
nearly all live in the Greek sector.

Ethnme Relations

As a natural stopping place between Europe
and the Middle East, the island has been ruled
by vanous peoples and governments includ-
ing the Greeks, Assyrians, Egyptians, Persians,
Romans, Byzantunes, various Mediterranean
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states, the Ottoman Turks, and the British, al-
though only the Ottoman Turks had a major
influence.

Since the 1960s the island has experienced
continuing ethnic conflict—sometimes vio-
lent—between the Greek and Turkish commu-
nities. Underlying the conflict are strong
nationalistic sentiments in Greece and Turkey,
British colonial policy that emphasized ethnic
differences and kept the communities apart,
and economic competition as the island indus-
tnialized. Both Turkey and Greece have been
involved in providing support for their co-
ethnics on the island. Since the mid-1970s, the
Greeks and Turks have lived separately—
Greeks in the south and Turks tn the north.
For the previcus 400 years, the groups lived
in neighboring villages or side-by-side in cit-
ies across the 1sland. A United Nations peace-
keeping force has been charged with
maintaining peace along the border separat-
ing the two communities since 1963. While a
full Cypriot cultural identity never developed,
over the centuries both Turks and Greeks on
Cyprus had a sense of being different from
their co-ethnics on the mainland. At the same
time, differences in language and religiton—
and, later, allegiance to their homelands—kept
the two communities on Cyprus apart,

Czech Repubhe

he Czech Republic, in Central Europe, i1s bordered by Germany and Poland on the north,

Slovakia on the east, Austria on the south, and Germany on the southwest and west. It came
into existence on 1 January 1993 following the division of Czechoslovakia into the two nations
of the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The population is 10,940 000, 95% of whom are ethnic
Czechs. The region that is now the Czech Republic enjoyed independence from the 10th to the
early 17th centuries as the Bohemian Kingdom, and flourished as the cultural center of Central
Europe. It was during this periced that the strong and continuing literary, musical, and artistic
traditions developed. Following several hundred years of decline, the Czechs became indepen-
dent in 1918 with the breakup of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Since then, the borders have
been redrawn a number of times. Today, the borders are largely congruent with areas of tradi-
tional Czech settlement, and the populations of Germans and Poles, which once formed large
minorities, have decreased in size.
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Fthme (.'nmpnsilinn

With Czechs forming 95% of the population,
the Czech Republic is ethnically homoge-
neous, Czechs are a Slavic people whose
ancestors have lived in what is now the Czech
Republic since at least the Tth century. At
times, the Czechs have been politically united
with the Slovaks and other Slavic peoples. A
distinet Czech nation and national identity
have existed longer than a national ethnic iden-
tity in neighboring nations such as Germany.
Czech culture can be described in a very gen-
eral sense as notable for its emphasis on
rational and pragmatic thinking, a long tradi-
tion of intellectual and artistic achievement,
an ideology which dunng years of foreign rule
emphasized passive resistance, the absence of
religion as an organizing force, and a di-
chotomy between the rural/peasant culture of
the small towns and the westernized culture
of the larger cities. Most Czechs are Roman
Catholic, Protestant, or atheist, but even for
adherents, participation is limited (o major
holidays and rites.

The only other significant ethnic groups are
Germans, Poles, and Slovaks near the borders
with those nations, and Gypsies. GGermans
number approximately 130,000=200,00( and
live in border regions in the north. They are a
small remnant of the three million Germans
who lived there before World War 11, most of
whom were deported across the border after
the war. Germans are now classified as an eth-
NiC Minerity.

Poles number about #0000 and live in the
mining region on the northern end of the bor-

der with Slovakia. Their numbers are increased
substantially by workers and tourists who fre-
quently cross the border. Fear of losing the
region to Poland has led 10 efforts to control
the political influence of Poles in the region.

Slovaks form about 3% of the population
and live mainly near the Slovakia border.

Gypsies, including Rom, Sinti, and Vlach
Gypsies (who are different from the Viach of
the Balkans), have been in the former Czecho-
slovakia for at least 600 years, Most have al-
ways lived in what is now Slovakia, and today
about 165,000 live in the Czech Republic,
many of whom resettled from Slovakia in the
northern regions of the Czech Republic in
settlements formerly occupied by Germans.
The Gypsy population of the Czech Republic
before World War I1, long the object of perse-
cution, was nearly annihilated by the Nazis and
was the object of forced assimilation under the
Communist government.

Ethnie Relations

Ethnic relations in the Czech Republic are now
peaceful, although minonty participation in
regional and national politics is carefully moni-
tored and controlled. During the era of
Czech-Slovak unification, relations between
the groups were strained though peaceful.
Czechs tended to see Slovaks as poor rural
folk, while Slovaks often bristled at Czech
dominance of the national economy and po-
litical system. Ceechs continue to worry about
German expansion from the north, west, and
south.

Denmark

D enmark 15 located on the most northerly extension of the West European Plain, which
projects into Scandinavia as the peninsula of Jutland, pointing northward toward Norway
and Sweden. Denmark also includes several hundred i1slands.

Denmark was once a larger nation. Its termitory included Holstein and Schleswig to the south,
taken by Germany in 1864, and the provinces of Scania, Halland, and Blekinge to the northeast,
which became provinces of Sweden in 1660, Present-day Morway was part of Denmark from
1380 to 1514, and Denmark controlled Iceland from 1380 o 1915,

The Kingdom of Denmark today includes the Faroe Islands and Greenland, although both
enjoy considerable freedom under a policy of home rule. Denmark is an industrialized, wrban-
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ized nation with a population of 5.2 million. Danish is the national language, but many Danes
speak a second language—German was most common before World War I1, and English is most
common since then, Most residents (919%) are Lutherans, with Islam ranking second.

Ethnie Composition

Denmark was ethnically homogeneous prior
1o World War I1, with the only significant non-
Danish groups being other Scandinavians and,
in the south, Germans. Following the war, a
large labor force migrated from southern Eu-
rope to Sweden, which led to a similar
government poelicy in Denmark, The migra-
tion to Denmark expanded over the yvears o
include people from Asia and the Middle East,
as well as refugees from Africa, Europe, and
Asia. In the 1990s, 23 different non-Danish
ethnic groups were living in Denmark, each
with a thousand people or more. However, the
population 15 stll largely homogencous, as
non-Danes total only 153,000, or 3% of the
population. People of Swedish, German, and
Norwegian ancestiry have a low collective pro-
file due to rapid assimilation, while other
groups, notably Muslims from the Middle East
and Asia, are visible minorities who also ex-
hibit a somewhat stronger desire to preserve
their cultural traditions.

Danes make up 97% of the population of
Denmark. The term “Dane™ can be traced to
the Middle Ages when the Old Nordic term
“Danir” was in use. The current sense of Dan-
ish ethnic dentity emerged in the 19h cen-
tury from the rural way of life followed for
centuries by Danish peasants. Prior to the 19th
century, Danish culture, a5 reflected by the elite
living in cities, was heavily influenced by
Western Europe, which tended to blur their
distinctiveness as Danes.

Ieelanders living in Denmark numbered
3,050 in 1990. lceland is a former Danish
colony and Icelanders are culrally and lin-
guistically very similar to Danes. Icelandic
imnrmigrants have assimilated quickly and thor-
oughly into Danish society.

Faroe Islanders or Faroese form a second
native population. They are the inhabitants of
the Faroe Islands in the North Atlantic Ocean,
a self-governing dependency of Denmark.
Faroe Islanders are descended from Nordic
peoples who settled the islands since 9th cen-

tury. The islands have been under Danish and
Norwegian rule and were a Danish province
from 1816 until 1948, at which time they be-
came self-governing, Faroe [slanders see them-
selves as culturally distnct from the Danes and
other Nordic peoples. Their way of life reflects
a merging of traditional customs focused on
fishing, sheepherding, hunting, with involve-
ment in the modemn world economy. Faroe Is-
landers are Lutherans within the Danish
Lutheran Church. Relations with Denmark are
generally harmonious, save for foreign policy
disagreements resulting from Danish control
of the island’s foreign policy.

The “non-native”™ ethnic groups in Denmark
can be lumped into a number of general cat-
egories—other Nordic peoples, Eastern Euro-
peans, Western Europeans, Muslims, and
southern Europeans.

Denmark is home to thousands of people
of Morwegian and Swedish hentage, Swedes
number 3,000 and are culturally and linguisti-
cally very similar to Danes, and thus are as-
similated thoroughly into Danish society.

Norwegians number 10,000, Danes and
MNorwegians share a common history and speak
dialects of the same language. Norway was a
province of Denmark for over 400 years, and
both were occupied by Germany during World
War II. Norwegians, like Swedes, are assimi-
lated completely into Danish society.

Eastern Europeans are mainly Yugosla-
vians and Poles. Immigrants of these nation-
alities first went o Sweden, and later to
Denmark, i response to the increase in the
demand tor laborers following World War [1.
These people of Eastern European ancestry
number about 14,000, Despite high levels of
integration, a majority of Yugoslavians and
Poles continue 1o harbor strong feelings of at-
tachment to their country of origin and a de-
sire for eventual return. Thus, these immigrants
participate in two sociocultural systems—
Denmark’s, and that of Poland or Yugoslavia.

Bosnians number about 20,000, and most
of them live in Denmark as temporary resi-
dents. While the majority are expected to re-
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turn to Bosnia eventually, some are permitted
to work in Denmark and may seek to be per-
manent residents,

The largest Western European groups in
Denmark are the British, Germans, and Jews,
Britons number about 10,000. Many are busi-
ness persons or professionals, integrated but
not assimilated into Danish society.

Germans number 18,000, and a large per-
centage live on the Jutland peninsula in
Sonderjvliand County, adjacent to the German
border. German Danes in Sonderjylland
County prefer (o be identified both as part of a
Cierman minority and also as economically,
socially, and politically integrated into Dan-
1sh sociery. They are supporied both by Dan-
ish and German governmental policies in their
maintenance of ethmic networks, and indi-
vidual Germans have the right to maintain or
abandon their identification with the group.

Jews in Denmark number about 6,800,
They began to armive in Denmark as early as
the 17th century and were fairly well imegrated
in Damish society by the beginning of World
War I1. In 1943 they faced deportation and
extermination by the Nazis. In response, the
Danes carmied out a disobedience campaign
against the occupying Germans o assist the
Jews. [t became a patrictic duty to hide Jews
and help them escape o Sweden, Sweden., in
turn, provided assistance and refuge 1o 6,000
Danish Jews who escaped over the Straits of
Oresund.

Muslims, accounting for nearly 50% of the
non-Danish population in Denmark, are
mainly Tarks (27,900}, Iranians (8,400}, and
Pakistanis (6.300)—with considerably
smaller numbers of Iragis and kords. Most
Bosnians are Mushim, too, but because they
are European in appearance, they are not
readily perceived as Muslim. All of these
Muslim peoples tend to live in or near
Copenhagen. Turks make up the single largest
immigrant group in Denmark, with more than
twice as many residents as any other group.
Although Muslims are not a homogeneous
group, they are often treated as such by those
who focus solely on their adherence to Islam
and ignore significant culral differences, as
well as the split berween those who are Sunni
and those who are Shi’ite Muslims.

Southern Europeans in Denmark are pri-
marily French and Italian immigrants, who
number almost 4,000, Most are wage laborers
or fill special economic niches and are inte-
grated into Danish society.

Other groups include small numbers of
Gypsies, and refugees and asylum-seckers
from Ethiopia, Somalia. Sri Lanka (Tamils),
and Palestine. Vietnamese, refugees from the
Vietnam War who were allowed to settle per-
manently in Denmark, now number several
thousand. They are not fully assimilated, al-
though the second generation born in Denmark
15 participating more fully in Danish society.

F.thmie Relatnons

Danish acceptance of other Nordic peoples and
northern Europeans, the norm in the 20th cen-
tury, has expanded to include other peoples
only since World War [1. Labor migrants (who
began arriving in the 1950s) nitially were
treated favorably, but the liberal refugee policy
began o be questioned in the 19808 as eco-
nomic conditions deteriorated and the number
and ethnic variety of refugees increased.

The earliest Muslim groups in Denmark
arrived during the 1960s. Iranian immigrants,
escaping the regime of the Shah, came 10 Den-
mark during the 19705, A second wave of Ira-
mians, trying to avoid the Iran-Irag war,
migrated during the 1980s. The Iranians have
contributed o an increase in the number of
Shi"ite Muslims, but the antagonism between
Shi" e and Sunni Muslims 15 considerably less
than it is in Islamic countries. They cooperate
to a certain degree and attend prayvers together,
although conflict between Mushim groups
arises.

Paolitical parties objecting to the admission
of immigrants and refugees from non-Euro-
pean nations have appeared since the mid-
19805 and reflect divisions in the Danish
citizenry over this matter. In 1993, for example,
Prime Minister Poul Schluter was forced to
resign after an investigation showed that in the
1980s he had violated Danish policies by hin-
dering the immigration 1o Denmark of Tamil
refugees’ families still in S Lanka. In the same
year, however, new refugee and asylum poli-
cies were instituted to limit the arrival and stay



of refugees and asylum-seekers. These poli-
cies led to a decrease of more than 50% from
1993 to 1994 in the number of asylum-seek-
ers admitted. Still, in 1995, Denmark ranked
fourth in the world in the ratio of refugees and
asylum-seekers granted residence to the total
popuiation, with one person resettled per 139
residents,

In Denmark, as in all the Scandinavian
countries, there is a split in attitudes toward
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Muslims, and there is much uncertainty over
how to interpret Islamic culture and behavior.
Most Danes do not know much about Islam
and have misgivings about Muslim attitudes
toward, or involvement with, radical political
and religious movements. This uneasiness has
been fueled in the 1990s by Kurdish terrorist
attacks on Turkish targets in Denmark, and by
Islamic fundamentalist protests at the Iraman
mission in Copenhagen.

Fstonia

stonia is the northernmost of the three Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuanta. It
has a population of 1,617,000 and 1s ethnically heterogeneous, with Estonians forming the
majority of the population and Russians a large minority. Estonia has been a disunct political
entity—or a conglomeration of non-unified entities—for over 1,000 years. From 1217 to 1917
and from 1940 untl 1991, Estonia was under foreign rule by the Danes, Germans, Swedes,
and—most recently—by the Russians. Independence came in 1991 with the demise of the So-

viet Unmion.

.thmie Composition
Estonians number 963,000, constituting
61.5% of the population. Most Estonians are
Lutheran, with a minority of adherents of Es-
tonian Orthodoxy. Humans have lived in the
territory that is now Estonia for at least 6,000
vears, and modern Estomians trace their heri-
tage to people who hved there over 2,000 years
ago,

The long period of foreign rule resulted in
the settlement of large numbers of Swedes,
Germans, and Russians in Estontan territory,
Most Swedes and Germans left at the start of
World War 11, while the Russian presence grew
after Russian annexation of Estonia in 1944,

More than 300 vears of Russian domina-
tion—itrom 1710 1o 1991—have left a deep
resentment of Russia and Russians, and a
strong desire to establish an independent Es-
tonta based on Estonian culture and ethnicity.
Russians number 474,800, or 30.3% of the
population. Most are workers who arrived in
the post—-World War 1l era. In the Soviet era,
Russia transformed Estonia from an agnicul-
tural to an industrial nation, made it economi-
cally dependent on Russia, and contrelled the

political process from Moscow, While Esto-
mans are divided in their views as to the role
of Russians in independent Estonia, changes
in the language and citizenship laws, as well
as preferences afforded Estonians in jobs and
housing, suggest that the prevailing opinion is
that the Russians either return to Russia or
accept a reduced role in Estonian society.

Belarusians number 27,700, or 1.6% of the
populatton. They are mainly urban workers
settled in Estonia during the Soviet era, and as
a small group, they are not a significant factor
in the conflict situation. Few speak Estonian,
and they tend to affiliate with the Russians,

Finns number 16,6(0), or 1.2% of the popu-
lation, They are a largely rural people and are
well assimilated into Estonian society, with
some 74% speaking Estonian (419% speak it
as their native language).

Ukrainians number 458,000, or 2.5% of the
population. They are mainly urban workers
settled in Estonia by the Russians. A small
group, they are not a significant factor in the
conflict sitwation. Few speak Estonian, and
they tend to affiliate with the Russians.



significantly reduced the size of the commu-
nity, and Finnish synagogues, schools, librar-
tes, and other Jewish institutions barely
managed to survive in the [990s.

Russian immigrants number about 2,2()).
Russians migrated to Finland because of a
common history and geographic proximity.
Finland was part of Russia as a grand duchy
from 1809 to 1917. Russia incorporated a huge
portion of Finland in the 1940s and now shares
Finland’s entire eastern border. The Russian
language is closer 1o Finnish than the Scandi-
navian languages, which also has made assimi-
lation easier. Although there have been
conflicts and tensions between the two nations
in the past, primarily because of Russia's sta-
tus as a world power and 1ts imperialistic de-
signs, relations between Finns and Russian
settlers are harmonious.

Turks and other Muslims number about
1,000, Their nation of origin is not considered
in the national census. Most live in Helsinki
and are involved in commerce. Muslims first
came 1o Finland in the middle of the 19th cen-
lury, primarily tfrom Turkey. Because of their
smalil numbers, they are relatively “invisible”
and have had difficulty maintaining the insti-
tutions needed for political participation in
Finnish society.

European immigrants, other than those
from northern Europe, form a significant por-
tion of Finland’s small immigrant population.
However, even counted collectively, the num-
ber of those from Poland, Bulgaria, Bosmia,
and Albania is insignificant compared with the
often vast migrations across the borders of
most other European nations. In comparison
with other nations, the economic and political
conditions 1n Finland are not attractive enough
to draw other Europeans, nor is their presence
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desired. None of these groups is large enough
to establish a strong ethnic group identity, and
therefore, individuals tend to blend into the
dominant Finnish culture.

Ethnie Relations

Swedish colomists and Swedish-speaking
Finns, living primarily in southwestern Fin-
land, have for centuries been the ruling elite.
Finnish was considered to be a peasant lan-
guage until the 19th century, when a nationalist
movement made Finnish the official language
of the countrv. Swedish is the second official
language of Finland, spoken by about 6% of
the population in 199%). The Swedish-speak-
ing minority has declined in numbers over the
years largely as a result of assimilation through
marriage with Finnish speakers.

Linguistically, Finnish is the most distinct
of the Scandinavian languages, which makes
assimilation more difficult for immigrants
from other Scandinavian countries. However,
Danes and Norwegians assimilate very
guickly, usually within a generation or two. In
the last half-century, relations between the
people of the Nordic countries have become
even better, Relations between Danes, Norwe-
gians, and Finns are excellent, more like in-
tra-ethnic relations than interethnic relations
(for example, there are long-range congruence
of citizenship laws that give Danes and Nor-
weeglans, and other Nordic citizens, extensive
rights in Finland).

Since the 1960s, measures have been taken
to improve the Gypsies’ standard of living, to
settle them, to provide employment, and to
outlaw racial discrimination. Still, Gypsies
remain at the bottom of the Finnish social hi-
erarchy.



Turks, and Arabs, these people are lumped to-
gether and defined by many French as one
group—Mushims—and are viewed as resist-
ing assimilation into French society. This re-
sistance is manifested in the adherence to
Islamic practices, which include daily prayer
at mosques, fasting during Ramadan, scarves
for women, and abstaining from pork and al-
coholic beverages. In addition, many Arabs—
who form the largest Muslim population—are
distinguishable by their low socioeconomic
status and are the object of economic, social,
and religious discrimination. At the same time,
many Muslim children have been born in
France and many are citizens. Recent surveys
indicate that a majority of the French believe
that there are too many Muslims in France and
that they threaten French cultural integrity.
This view has been reflected in government
actions in the 1990s designed (o assimilate
Muslims forcibly by repressing [slamic cus-
toms. The actions include arresting Mushms
accused of supporting Islamic political move-
ments in Afnca or France, and in 1994, the
banning of head scarves in schools for Mus-
lim girls. Political action is centered in the Na-
tional Front Party, which advocates deporting
a majority of immigrants and giving French
people priority in employment, soctal benefits,
and housing. The underlying beliel system of
these policies is set forth by the National Front
mayor of the southern city of Toulon: “We nsk
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being overwhelmed by an Islamic invasion
from North Africa. In France bigamy i1s against
the law. Yet we are importing bigamous, or
even polygamous, unemploved foreigners and
their children, The risk is that our country—a
product of 1ts hentage and its combined
genes—will be transformed” (New York Times,
22 November 1996, A4).

Ethnic secessionist desires in Brittany and
Alsace are no longer a threat, although in both
regions demands for cultural autonomy and
efforts to revive the regional languages con-
tinue. Similarly, Corsican demands for au-
tonomy continue and revolve around perennial
issues such as economic development, politi-
cal autonomy, a right to use the Corsican lan-
guage, and a right to control the Corsican
education system. Although some of those in
the resistance movement are committed to an
independent Corsica, there seems to be only
minimal support for that position among the
Corsican population.

While anti-Semitism seems less a problem
in France than in some other European coun-
tries such as Germany, the 1990s has seen a
revival of anti-Semitic acts, including attacks
on synagogues and Jewish cemeteries. Some
people blame the large Mushim population in
France for these attacks, while others attribute
it to French anti-Semites and perhaps to a long
history of anti-Semitism in France.

Georgia

eorgia is located in southeastern Europe in the region where Asia and Europe meet. It is

bordered on the north and northeast by Russia, on the southeast by Azerbaijan, on the south
by Armenia and Turkey, and on the west by the Black Sea. It has a population of 5.5 million and
i1s ethnically heterogeneous. The region has been inhabited for at least 7,000 years and has been
the home of dozens of ethnic groups, most of whom merged to form new groups or were ab-
sorbed by more powerful groups over the millennia. The number of distinct ethnic groups in
Georgia today is much smaitler than it was even a few hundred years ago.

Fithme Composition

Ethnic Georgians comprise about 70% of the
population, the remainder being made up of
six groups: the Abkhaz, Armenians,

Azerbatjanms, Greeks, Ossetes, and Russians,
each with a populanon exceeding 100,006, and
several dozen other groups with populations
ranging from a few thousand to 50,000, Geor-
gia became an independent nation in 1991, and
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as well as distinct patterns of speech associated with different urban centers such as Berlin,
Munich, and Frankfurt. In the post—World War II years, there has been a strong effort by the
government to diminish the role of regional cultures.

Ethme Composition

About 95% of people in Germany are ethnic
Germans. The second largest ethnic group is
the Turks, who number about 2 million. As a
large, prosperous nation, Germany has also
attracted significant minorities from elsewhere
in Europe, Asia, Africa, and North America.

Germans are people whose parents are
German, who speak the German language, and
who are citizens of Germany. There are 76
miullion Germans in Germany and millions of
people of German ancestry living around the
world. The majority of Austrians and Swiss,
as well as many Dutch, are of German ances-
try, although they are no longer categonzed as
German. The most important of these criteria
is ancestry, and Germans living outside Ger-
many are considered ethnically German. About
45% of Germans in Germany are Protestant,
37% Roman Catholic, and 3% Mushm. Prot-
estants are more heavily concentrated in the
north and Catholics 1n the south.

There is & large population of people who
are ethnically German living outside of Ger-
many. The majority of the population of Swit-
zerland and Austria are German-speaking, and
sizable German populations are found near the
German border in Poland, France, and Den-
mark, and near the Austrian border in north-
ern Italy. Many Dutch are of German ancestry.
The formerly sizable German population in the
Czech Republic has now mostly returned to
Germany, as have many Germans in Russia
and Central Asia. In the United States, people
of German ancestry are the second largest eth-
mc group (following the British), and there
also are large German populations in Canada,
Argenting, Paraguay, and Bolivia,

The only significant indigenous ethnic mi-
nority are the Sorbs (Wends). They are a
Slavic people identifiable as a distinet group
in what 1s now southeastern Germany since
the early 8th century. Sorbs are now bilingual
in German and Sorbian due to contact with
Czechs, Poles, and Germans. They number
about 70,000, but the population is slowly de-

creasing through assimilation. At various times
persecuted by their neighbors, and often seek-
ing independence, the Sorbs are recognized as
an official minority in Germany.

There are people from every European na-
tion living in Germany. Probably the majonty
are guest workers from Eastern and Southern
Europe. Eastern Europeans number nearly one
million, the largest groups being Bosnians and
Poles with smaller numbers of Romanians,
Bulgarians, Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks,
Croats, Serbs, and Albanians. Most of these
guest workers began arriving in Germany in
the 1960s when contract labor agreements
were made between their nations and Germany,
and many subsequently brought their families.
As the demand for labor declined 1n the 1970s
and 1980s, the number of new arrivals de-
creased, but in the 1990s, many new Eastern
Europeans arrived as refugees and asylum-
seekers. Probably because they are Eurcpean,
antiforeigner resentment 1s less often directed
at them than at the Turkish guest workers.

As with the Eastern Europeans, Southern
Europeans came to Germany as contract la-
borers in the 1960s and 1970s and now enjoy
somewhat protected status as members of other
European Union nations. They include about
500,000 Italians, 300,000 Greeks, 135,000
Spaniards, and 85,000 Portuguese.

Western Europeans include Austrians
{ 180,000, Dutch (11 1,000), Britons (95,000,
and French (80,000, most of whom are stu-
dents, government officials, businesspersons,
financiers, and retirees.

Damnes number about 75,000 and have a
different histonical relationship with Germany
than do other Western European groups. They
live in the Schleswig-Holstein region, which
was part of Denmark until it was annexed by
Germany in 1863, The region is now heavily
populated by Germans who settled there after
World War 11, and Danes currently constitute
only about 8% of the regional population,
Conflict over political control was settled
through a series of negotiations in the 1950s
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Greece

reece is a nation in southern Europe bordered by Albania, Macedonia, and Turkey on the

north; Turkey and the Aegean Sea on the east; the Mediterranean Sea on the south; and the
lonian Sea on the west. It has a population of 10,650,000. The Greek population is now mainly
urban (83%), and urban-rural differences in lifestyle are important. Although people continue to
articulate their regional loyalties, actual cultural variation is now much less than in the past.

Ethniec Composition
The population is homogeneous in terms of
ethnicity, religion, and language. Over 98% of
the population is Greek, speaks Greek, and ad-
heres to Greek Orthodoxy, the official religion
(although religious freedom is guaranteed in
the Greek constitution). Massive migrations
in the 19th and 20th centuries led to the devel-
opment of many large Greek communities
outside Greece—mainly in the United States,
Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia, Ger-
many, and Russia—and as many people of
Greek ancestry now live outside Greece as in-
side. There are few ethnic minorities in Greece,

| priest in Mykonos. Adherenee to the Greek
Crthodor faith s a kev element in Greek ethoe
idenitity: Photo: Corel Corp.

the Turks being the most cohesive group and
the object of most hostility.

Greeks as a distinct ethnic group emerged
about 4,000 years ago. The origins of the an-
cient Greeks are unclear, and modern Greek
culture is an amalgam of external influences
and internal change. Major features of Greek
cultural identity are the Greek language, Greek
Orthodoxy, immersion in a network of kin,
transfer of wealth to daughters when they
marry, and a long tradition of migration, both
within and outside Greece. Greece was ruled
by the Ottoman Empire from 1453 to 1831.
The modern Greek nation emerged following
the 1821-1829 war with Turkey. Since then,
other wars and treaties allowed for expansion
northward and east and west. Population ex-
changes, as Greece expanded its borders with
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Turkey, have made bor-
der regions with these nations essentially
Greek.

The three largest ethnic minorities in
Greece are the Albanians, Slav Macedonians,
and Turks. Albanians number perhaps 100,000
in Greece and live near the Albanian border.
Most long-term residents are Greek Orthodox
and are assimilated into Greek society. The end
of Communist rule in Albania in 1989 led to
many Greek Albanians seeking residence in
Greece, a desire blocked by the Greek gov-
ernment. Many Greek Albanians were turned
back at border crossings, and others who had
managed to enter Greece were expelled. Some
estimates place the number of undocumented
Albanians in Greece at as many as 300,000.

Slav Macedonians live in the Macedonia
region of Greece, near the modern republic of
Macedonia. They number about 200,000, and
are in the same ethnic group as the Slav
Macedonians in Bulgaria and Macedonia (but
are no relation to the ancient Macedonians, a



group of much historical and symbolic impor-
tance to modern Greeks). The Greek govern-
ment does not acknowledge the Slav
Macedonians as a separate people, calling them
Slavophone Greeks. Throughout much of the
20th century, they have been the object of gov-
ernment discrimination: they have been forced
to drop Slavic names, have been removed from
government positions, and some Slav busi-
nesses have been closed. Today, the popula-
tion of the Macedonia region is predominately
Greek. Government concern about Slav
Macedonian loyalty to Greece. and efforts by
the Slav Macedonians to join the Republic of
Macedonia, remain issues in Greece.

Turks live mainiy in western Thrace near
the border with Turkey and on slands near
Turkey. Thewr number in Greece 1s unknown
but may be as high as 130,000; the Greek gov-
ernment often lumps them with Pomaks and
Muslim Slav Macedonians living in the same
region. The majornity are Mushms, although
some are Eastern Orthodox Christians. Ani-
mosity between Turks and Greeks, in both
Turkey and Greece, dates to the centuries of
Ouoman rule. More recently, relattons have
been influenced by Greek fears that Turkey
will attempt to take Greek land, by the ongo-
ing conflict between Greek and Turkish Cyp-
riots, and by what both nations perceive as the
mustreatment of their people in the other na-
ton.

The other ethmc minortties in Greece are
small. Gagauz Turks, a Turkish ethnic group
practicing the Greek Orthodox religion, are
distinguished from most other Turks, who are
Muslims. About 30.000 Gagauz Turks live in
Greece.

Pomaks are Bulgarian Muslims, about
30.000 of whom live in their own villages or
mixed-ethnic villages near the northwestern
border with Bulgana. Greek authorities gen-
erally classify them as Turks,

Pontic refers to small communities of Pon-
tic speakers in southern Greece. Pontic 1s an
ancient language from Asia Minor that was
brought to Greece by people who migrated
there from Greek seitlements near the Black
Sea tn the early 20th century. Pontic-speaking
people are assimilated into Greek society, and
their language is nearly extinct in Greece,
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Since 1990 more than 100,000 Pontian Greeks
from the former Soviet Union have resettied
in Greece, where their Greek ancestry makes
them citizens. The pressure they have put on
the Greek economy has made some Greeks re-
sistant to their settlement.

Sarakatsani are Greek-speaking people in
northwestern Greece and southern Bulgaria.
They number less than 100,000, are ethnically
Greek, speak Greek, and are Greek Orthodox.
Their traditional sheep- and goat-herding
economy and transhumant settlement pattern
distinguish them from the general Greek popu-
lation.

Tsakonians are a Greek pastoral people of
the eastern Peloponnesos. They number sev-
eral thousand and speak a dialect of Greek.

Vlachs live in mountain regions of the north
and number perhaps as many as 100,000,
Vlachs are a remnant population descended
from the [llyrians and Thracians and have n-
teracted with the Slavic and other peoples over
the centuries in the Balkans, They speak a lan-
guage similar to Romanian. In Greece, they
are mainly Greek Orthodox. Vlachs today en-
joy relative freedom in Greece, and since the
1980s there has been a revival of traditional
Vlach culture. However, the official govern-
ment position still is that they are Greeks.

Gypsies in Greece include both Christian
and Muslim Roma, the Mushms being found
mainly in Macedonia and western Thrace.
Gireek laws restricting the tradinonal Gypsy
lifestyle have made the population more sed-
entary, although Gypsies still tend to exist on
the margins of society. Estimales place their
number at about 90,000,

F.thme Relations

In order to strengthen a sense of Greek na-
tionalism, the Greek government attempts to
minimize separate ethnic identivies, and dif-
ferentiates the population by language and
religion. not by ethnicity, Thus, reliable cen-
sus figures are not available, as anyone
speaking Greek is counted as ethnically Greek.
What were cnce significant Serb and Bulgar-
1an populations have now largely disappeared
through population exchanges in the 19th and
20th centuries. Greek relations with Turks liv-
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ing in northeastern Greece remain stramed,
and Greeks continue to deny the existence of
Slav Macedonians as a distinct group. Turks
are discriminated against economically, live in
substandard housing, have been the object of

systematic cultural and political repression,
and generally believe that the Greeks desire
either to remove all Turks from Greece or to
assimilate them into Greek society.

Hungary

ungary, an Eastern European nation, is bordered by Slovakia on the north; Ukraine and

Romania on the east; Romania, Yugoslavia (Serbia), and Croatia on the south; and Croatia,
Slovenia, and Austria on the west. It has a population of 10,318,000. As a result of loss of land to
neighboring nations after World War [ and population transfers after World War 1, Hungary is
today a much smaller nation and much more ethnically homogeneous than it has been through-
out most of its history. Hungarians account for 96% of the popuiation, with Gypsies being the
largest minority at about 500,000 people. Germans, Slovenes, Slovaks, Croats, Serbs, and Ro-
manians—who at times formed sizable groups in Hungary—are now much reduced in number

and live mainly in border regions.

Ethme Composition

Hungarians (Magyars) number nearly 10
million in Hungary and 5 million in other na-
tions—mainly Austria, Slovakia, Romania,
Ukraine, Serbia, Croatia, the United States,
and Canada. About two-thirds are Roman
Catholic, 25% are Protestants, and 3% are
Eastern Orthodox. In all three religious groups,
pre-Christian beliefs and celebrations are com-
bined with Christian beliefs and practices.
Hungarians are descended from the Magyars,
one of a number of tribes that migrated from
Asia in the 9th century. They speak a Finno-
Ugric language unrelated to the Indo-
European languages spoken i neighboring na-
tions. This difference in ethnic origin and
language 15 a major factor in Hungarian eth-
nic identity,

Gypsies, who number about 500,000, are
the largest non-Hungarian ethnic group in the
nation and one of the largest Gypsy popula-
tions in any European country. They are a di-
verse group in Hungary and include various
Rom groups, Sinti, Boyash, and Romungro
Gypsies. About 50% of Gypsies engage mainly
in trade, and the other 50% are wage laborers.
Most live in their own communities, often in
the poorest sections of towns or villages or in
urban ghettos, and 75% live below the pov-

erty level. Government efforts in the 1980s
have led to the development of Gypsy advo-
cacy organizations, but this has done little to
change their status as a poor and isolated mi-
nority, considered inferior by Hungarians—
as elsewhere in Europe and throughout the
world.

Germans number about 250,000, only
about 10% of what their population in Hun-
gary was in the early 20th century. Germans
settled in Hungary during much of the 1700s.
In the cities, many were assimilated into Hun-
ganan society and had little to do with Ger-
mans [iving in rural areas. Many Hungarian
Germans supported Nazi Germany during
World War IT and, after the war, the Hungar-
wn government deported about 250,000 of
them. After 1950, the remaining Germans were
treated like other ethnic minonties, although
many districts that had been mainly German
were settled by Hunganans,

Other European minorities are Romanians,
who number about 30,000 and live near the
Romanian border: Slovaks, who number about
100,000 and live in isolated communities in
the moumtains along the Slovakia border:
Croats, Serbs, Slovenes, and Bosnians, who
(combined ) number about 100,000 and live in
border regions or in larger cities where they
have assimilated into Hungarian society: and



forts to aid the economic development of the
region and to stabilize the population, the
Gaeltacht population has been declining
steadily since the 1840s, and today much of
the population is elderly.

Irish Travellers are ethnic Irish whose an-
cestors as long ago as the 3th century came to
be viewed as a distinct group because of their
nomadic lifestyle and occupation as
metalsmiths. Although sometimes considered
to be Gypsies—whom they resemble in
lifestyle and with whom they have intermar-
ried to a imited degree—Travellers are a dis-
tinct people of Irish ancestry. Because of their
metalwork, they were known as Tinkers, a
label now considered insulting. Travellers con-
tinue to live a primarily nomadic hfestyle. al-
though they are now a more urban group and
sell products to the settled Irish population.
Travellers speak English as well as their own
language, known as Cant or Shelta, and are
mainly Roman Catholic. Government efforts
in the 1960s to force them to live in perma-
nent settlements have helped define the Trav-
ellers as a distinct group, and they and their
advocates have resisted government interfer-
ence in their lives. Travellers are found
throughout the British Isles and a small num-
ber have immigrated to the United States.

The British in Ireland—English and
Scots—account for about 3% of the popula-
tion or 106,500 individuals (this number does
not include Britons who identify themselves
as [rish). Brntish are mainly Anglicans and are
labeled Anglo-Irish by the Insh, indicating
their somewhat marginal position in Irish so-
ctety. In vanous ways, the British in Ireland
have become Irish and the Irish have become
Bntish, making generalizations about specific
cultural features of the two groups and rela-
tions between the groups difficult. Relations
generally are managed at the individual level,
and someone of British ancestry who has mar-
ried into an Irish family and converted to Ro-
man Catholicism is more likely to be accepted
as Irsh than someone who 1s a Protestant.
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Other groups consist mainly of U.S. Ameri-
cans, Canadians, Argentinians, and Austra-
lians of Insh ancestry who have returned to
settle in Ireland, as well as students and
businesspersons of non-Irish ancestry from
these and other nations. The largest of these
groups are Americans, who number 30,000

F.thnic Relations

Ethnic relations in Ireland center on the rela-
tionship between the Irish and the small British
population, as well as the more general rela-
tionship between Ireland and the Irish, and
England and the English. During the nearly
three centuries of English rule, Irish culture
was changed markedly. Most important, the
English banned the use of the Irish Gaelic lan-
guage and made English the national language.
The English also removed Irish farmers from
some of the best land and settled English and
Scot Protestants in therr place. As colomzers,
the English also controlled the economic sys-
tem and relied heavily on English and Scots
managers, while the Irish were relegated to the
role of laborers. The English tended to view
the Irish—and in some circles continue to view
them—as ignorant, fun-loving drunks, inferior
to the English. One irony of this English ste-
reotype of the Irish as infenor is that the old
and deep Insh literary tradition was disrupted
by Enghish efforts to suppress the use of Gaelic.
That tradition has survived, however, although
Irish literature ts more often produced in En-
ghish. For their part, the Insh deeply resented
and resisted English colonization, revolted a
number of times, and sought to maintain Irish
culture in the teaching of Gaelic in secret
“hedge schools™ and through the formation of
(iaelic associations. Relations between the
Irish and Brittsh in Ireland are relatively har-
monious though distant in the 1990, save for
the ongoing conflict in Northem Ireland, which
is discussed in the entry on the United King-
dom.



who have settled in the region since World War
[1, South Tyroleans no longer form a large
majority of the regional population. Although
South Tyroleans are politically, culturally, and
linguistically tied to other German-speaking
peoples in what is now Austra for 14 centu-
ries, the region was placed within Italian bor-
ders at the end of World War 1 following the
breakup of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Albanians number anywhere from 80,000
( those who continue to speak Albanian as their
domestic language) to 250,000 (those who
speak either Albanian or Italian). Albanians are
the third largest ethnic minonty, after the
Friulians and the German speakers. The large
number who speak Italian suggests consider-
able assimilation into Italian society, although
a strong sense of Albanian identity remains.
Albanians began settling in haly in the 15th
century, and they live in rural areas and cities
throughout southern Italy. They are Roman
Catholics. The end of Communist rule in Al-
bania has created the opportunity for renewed
ties between the Albanian community in [taly
and the homeland and has created a stronger
sense of ethnic identity for Albanians in Italy.

Slovenes number about 55,000 and live in
the Trieste region in northeast ltaly on the
Slovenia border. They came under [talian con-
trol after World War Il and became part of
ltaly following a 1975 agreement between ltaly
and Yugoslavia. The division of the region also
left a population of Italians now numbering
about 35,000 across the border in the former
Yugoslavia. The breakup of Yugoslavia has in-
tensified demands by some groups in the
Trieste region for the return of the territory to
[taly. Slovenes have been concerned about their
rights as an ethnic minority, and under a se-
ries of agreements dating to 1954 have been
afforded various language rights by the Ital-
1an government. However, as a minority (about
0% of the population in the region), only the
large community 1n Trieste near the Slovenian
border regularly uses Slovene and maintains a
vital community with its own cultural and edu-
cation orgamzations. Slovenes are Roman
Catholic,

French, numbening about 100,000, are the
dominant group in the small, autonomous re-
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gion of Val d’ Aosta on the border with France.
While Italian is the official language, French
has official status as the second language of
the region,

Sardinians, who number about 1.9 million,
are the indigenous inhabitants of the island of
Sardinia. Although they do not live on the con-
tinent, they have been linked to Italy since 186{)
when the island became an autonomous region
of Italy. Sardinian culture has been influenced
aver the millennia by cultural contact and of-
ten conguest by vanous other groups, includ-
ing the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Romans,
Arabs, and Spaniards. Sardimans speak local
dialects of Sardinian and Italian. Nearly all are
Roman Catholic. The traditional Sardinian
culture, which continues to some extenl to re-
sist Italian development initiatives, is found
in the highlands and is based on agriculture,
herding, a strong sense of personal and famuly
honor, and the village communities. Coastal
communties and cities, which are more n-
dustrialized and commercialized, are more
Italian in culture, and in these areas, the
Sardinian language is being replaced by ltal-
1an.

Other groups include about 7,000 Austra-
lian and Oceanic migrant workers; a small
number of Catalan speakers on Sardinia; and
about 3,000 Croeatians in Molise in southern
[taly, who have been there since the 15th cen-
tury but are now assimilated. Americans num-
ber about 129,000 and include mostiy
individuals of Itahan ancestry who have re-
turned to Italy from the United States,
Canada, Brazil, and Argentina. Some are
retirees whe amassed enough wealth in the
Americas to retire in Italy. while others are
returning with the hope of hinding better jobs.

Fihme Relations

[talians are culturally, politically, and economi-
cally dominant in {taly, although through a
policy allowing slow, limited assimilation, they
have granted some cultural and political au-
tonomy to cther ethniec groups of European
ancestry. A major issue has been the status of
the South Tyroleans in the north.



Jews number about 40,000, a number that
is decreasing as many Jews are immigrating
to the United States and Israel in the
postindependence era.

Other groups include Bulgarians, Gypsies,
Greeks, Armenians, Poles, Germans, and
Russian Old Believers, together totalling
about 4% of the population.

F.thnic Relations

Since its independence in 1991, Moldova has
experienced considerable ethnic conflict in-
volving the Romanian Moldovans and the
Ukrainians, Russians, Jews, and Gypsies. All
these conflicts—of which the dispute with the
Russians and Ukrainians is the moslt serious—
center on the rise of Moldovan ethnic
nationalism. Key elements of this nationalism
include the use of the Latin alphabet (instead
of Cyrillic), recognition of Romanian as the
national language, the requirement that all resi-
dents speak and write Romanian, the rise of
Moldovan political parties, and fear on the pant
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of the Russians and Ukraimans that Moldova
eventually will affiliate with Romania. Most
of the policies were enacted shortly after in-
dependence, and the Ukraiman and Russian
population—heavily concentrated tn the
Trans-Dniester region east of the Dniester
River on the Ukrainian border—reacted by
forming a separatist movement which quickly
turned violent. The Russian army entered the
region in 1992 and remained for years, al-
though pull-out was scheduled for the late
1990s.

In 1994, the sentiments of the Moldovan
Romanian majority shifted from stressing eth-
nic nationalism and possible affiliation with
Romania to maintaining ties with Russia and
granting some freedom to all ethnic minori-
ties, including the possibility of forming au-
tonomous regions within the Moldovan nation.
The Romanian-language laws were rescinded,
and relations became more peaceful—al-
though stll tense-—as Russian and Ukrainian
separatists continued to press for an indepen-
dent Trans-Dmiester region tied to Ukraine.

Monaco

he Principality of Monaco 1s the second smallest natien in the world. It is located in
southern Europe along the Mediterranean Coast and 1s bordered by France on the west and

north and by Italy on the east. It has a population of 31,500, of whom only about 7,000 are
citizens. The population is ethnically diverse: French are the largest group, constituting 47%;
[talians make up 16%; and native Monegesque number 15%. The remainder of the population
is composed of other peoples from Europe and North America French is the official language,
with most Italians also speaking Italian, and English commonly used as well. The ethnic hen-
tage of Monegesques is unclear, although Italian influence is likely. Despite the ethnic mix,
ethnic identity i1s not a salient feature of life in Monaco, as much of the population is wealthy
and shares a lifestyle that centers around tourism, recreation, the arts, and sports,

Netherlands

he Netherlands is in north-central Europe, bordered by the North Sea on the west and
north, Germany on the east, and Belgium on the south. It has a population of 15.2 million,
about 1 miliion of whom are immigrants or the children of immigrants.



the Saami areas suited for agriculture, traded
with the Saami and Norwegians. In the early
phases of the colonization, they enjoyed cer-
tain tax privileges through the so-called
Birkarle institution. The core areas of Kven
settlement are the fjords of the counties of
Finnmark and Troms, an area of about 60,000
square kilometers. In 1845, Kvens made up
about 13% of the population of Finnmark. By
1875, there were about 3,500 Kvens in Troms
(7.6% of the population} and in Finnmark,
5,800 (24.2%). The greatest concentration of
Kvens was in the distnict of Varanger in East-
emn Finnmark near the Russia-Finland border,
and in Skibotn and Nordreisa in Northern
Troms.

Norwegian fears of Russia were, Lo some
extent, transferred to the Kven and the Finns:
Russia at that time controlled Finland, and the
concentrations of Kvens in northern Norway
were very close to Norway's borders with Fin-
land and Russia. The perceived Russian threat
was an important factor in the adoption of an
assimilation policy by Norway aimed at
“Norwegianizing” the minorities. Fueled by
strong nationalistic feelings, this policy lasted
until World War 1. A key feature of this policy
was instituting Norwegian as the official lan-
guage. Although the Kvens were not com-
pletely assimilated, by 1945 their sense of a
unique identity and cultural distinctiveness had
diminished. Many Kvens came to use Norwe-
gian in their homes, even though Finmish was
their mother tongue.

The ethnicization of Norway in the 1960s
and 1970s sumulated the formation of many
Kven orgamzations and activities promoting
Kven identity. The official Norwegian attitude
toward the Kven, however, did not change.
Norwegian policy into the 1990s did not dis-
courage Kven or Finnish organizations, but it
did little to encourage or support Kven iden-
tty. Meanwhile, the use of the Finnish lan-
suage by the Kvens continued to decline.

Danes number 17,500 and have migrated
to Norway for centuries. Those who have be-
come citizens and assimilated into Norwegian
society are not included in this count, so the
number of people with some Danish ancestry
actually 1s higher than the above figure. In
1954, labor permits and visa requirements for
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Danes, Finns, and Swedes were abolished,
which further encouraged migration between
the Nordic countries. Danes are the objects of
“positive discrimination” in Norway (favored
treatment), and Danes assimalate very quickly
and totally, usually within a generation or two.,
In the last haif-century, relations between the
people of the Nordic countries have become
even closer. The main basis for this integra-
tion is the sharning of language, culture, and
history, Relations between Danes and Norwe-
gians have continued to improve, despite
Denmark’s history of rule over Norway for 450
years. One result 1s the long-range congruence
of citizenship laws that give Nordic citizens
extensive rights in all Nordic countries.

Swedes, like Danes and Finns, have mi-
grated to Norway for centuries. Oslo in par-
ticular has been a strong magnet for certain
regions in southern and southeastern Sweden.
Swedes also have assimilated very quickly in
Norway. Relations between Norwegians and
Swedes have improved since World War 11, at
which time many Norwegians disagreed with
Swedish neutrality while Norway was occu-
pied by Germany. The fact that Sweden was a
close haven for escaping Norwegians during
the war to some extent helped many Norwe-
g1ans to overcome the resentment they felt over
Swedish neutrality.

Other Western groups represented in Nor-
way are the British and Americans. Britons
number 12,500 and are the fourth largest non-
Norwegian group. U.S. Americans living in
Norway number 9.600. Many are returnees;
that is, first- and second-generation emigrants
to America who have returned to Norway.

The remaining major ethnic minorities are
in Norway mainly due to the nation’s liberil
immigration laws. Muslims, primarily Paki-
stanis (11,600, Turks (5,000}, and Iranians
{5,000}, together make up about 209 of the
total non-Norwegian population. While these
minorities do not form a homogeneous group,
they are a Muslim minonty in a predominantly
Christian country,

Vietnamese number about 7.000 and ar-
rived as refugees following the end of the Viet-
pam War. Norway’s liberal refugee resettlement
policy has enabled many to remain in Norway,
where the second generation 1s assimilated.
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Poland

P oland, located in north-central Europe, is bordered by the Baltic Sea and Russia on the
north; Lithuania, Belarus, and Ukraine on the east; Slovakia and the Crech Republic on the
south; and Germany on the west. It has a population of 38,655,000, 98% of whom are ethnic

Poles.

Ethnic Composition

Poland is one of the most ethnically homoge-
neous nations in the world, The population also
is religiously homogeneous, with 90% being
Foman Catholic. For centuries prior to World
War 11, shafting political borders often placed
large numbers of Germans. Russians,
Lithvanians, Belarusians, Ukrainians, and Jews
within the Polish polity. Consolidation of bor-
ders and massive population shifts during and
following World War 11 have left Poland the
homogeneous nation it is today. Non-Poles
from neighboring nations mostly live in bor-
der regions near the nations of their forebears.

Poles are descended from a people who
settled in what is now Poland perhaps as long
as 4,000 years ago. Polish identity today rests
on residence in Poland or Polish ancestry,
speaking Polish. adherence to Roman Catholi-
cism, and a strong identification with the Pol-
ish nation-state. Although Poland is politically
in Eastern Europe and geographically in cen-
tral Europe, Polish urban culture has been most
heavily influenced by Western European cul-
ture, Approximately 13 million Poles or indi-
viduals of Polish ancestry live outside Poland,
primarily in the United States. Belarus,
Ukraine, and several dozen other nations. In
overseas communities, ties to the homeland
remain strong, and contact has increased mark-
edly since the end of Communist control,

Closely related to the Poles are the
Kashubians (Kashubs), estimated at about
200,000, They speak two dialects of Polish and
live in north-central Poland. They are mainly
peasant farmers and choose (o identify them-
sclves as Kashubs rather than as Poles. Their
religion is a mix of Christianity and their in-
digenous beliefs and practices.

The Belarusian population is estimated at
from 250,000 to 500,000, and Belarusians live
near the border with Belarus, They are rural

farmers and are assimilated into Polish soci-
ety.

Carpatho-Rusyns are a people whose tra-
ditional homeland is on the south and north
slopes of the Carpathian Mountains. Under the
domination of various nations over the centu-
ries, they have been called by a number of dif-
ferent names. In Poland, where they number
about 60,000 {of a total of 850,000, they are
often called Lemkos or Carpatho-Ukraini-
ans and are categorized as Ukrainians. Like
Ukrainians, they speak an East Slavic language
and are adherents of Eastern Orthodoxy, but
they consider themselves a distinct group with
their own dialect and religious traditions, and
they seek political autonomy in Poland.

Cermans live mainly in the region known
as Lower Silesia along the Poland-Germany
border. Their number is estimated at 1.4 mil-
lion and they are called Silesians. A smaller
population of Germans is concentrated in
northeast Poland in what was formerly East
Prussia.

The ethnic category of Silesian is an amor-
phous and shifting one that includes Germans
in Poland, Poles in Germany (in Upper Silesia),
and Poles in Silesia, some of whom—since
the umfication of East and West Germany—
have claimed German 5Silesian identity,
Silesians speak a dialect of Polish heavily in-
Muenced by German.

The Ukrainian population is estimated at
200,000 to 700,000, Some Ukrainians still live
in northern Poland where they were forcibly
relocated from the south in 1947, while others
who are assimilated into Polish society live in
various regions of the country.

Lithuanians number about 10,000 and live
in mainly Lithuanian communities on the Po-
land-Lithuania border.

Other groups include small communities
{less than 20,000 cach) of Russians, Slovaks,
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Greeks, Slovenes, and Muslim and Jewish
Tatars.

The two major non-national ethnic minori-
ties are the Gypsies and Jews, Gypsies num-
ber between 10,000 and 50,000 and include
those who have been there for centuries and
are largely settled, as well as more recent ar-
rivals who continue to live a peripatetic
lifestvle.

Jews numbered more than three million
before World War 11, Most either fled or were
killed during the Holocaust, The population is
now estimated at between 5,000 and 10,000
and consists mostly of older people living in
large cities.

Ethme Relations

Ethnic relations in Poland are generally peace-
ful. Following the end of Communist rule in
1990}, however, some groups, such as the
Silesians, have been seeking more autonomy
from centralized Polish rule, and Ukrainians
have been seeking compensation for mistreat-
ment during the Communist era, In the 1990s,
Poland has also seen “anti-Semitism without
Jews,” a phenomenon in which Jews are
blamed for some of Poland's social and eco-
nomic problems, even though they are few in
number and without influence in Polish affairs.
Civpsies are relatively few in number and there
is less discrimination and violence directed at
them than in other Central and East European
nations,

Portugal

P ortugal, located on the Iberian Peninsula in southwestern Europe, is bordered by Spain on
the east and north and by the Atlantic Ocean on the west and south. The Madeira and Azore
Islands, autonomous regions of Portugual, are also covered in this entry, as is Macao, a Portu-
guese colony that will revert 1o China in 1999,

Portugal has a population of 10.5 million. The Portuguese are descended from one regional
indigenous population, and the nation emerged as an autonomous political entity in 1140, Portu-
guese language and culture woday are largely homogencous with only small regional differences
in dialect and a north-south difference in culture—the north considered to be more conservative

and “Catholic.”

Ethme Composition

The overwhelming majority of the population
is ethnically Portuguese and Roman Catholic.
The non-Portuguese population is reported as
1O 000, however, this 15 surely an undercount
because citizens who are non-ethnic Portu-
gucse from Portugal's former colonies are
counted as Poruguese, and at least TOO000)
undocumented foreigners are not included in
ofticial counts. Thus, the total number of non-
Portuguese is probably 250,000 or more; aboul
2.5% of the population. The largest foreign
group is people of African ancestry, who ac-
count for 50% or more of the non-Ponuguese
population.

Portuguese, the indigenous people of Por-
tugal, constitute about Y95 of the population.

They are descended from the Lusitanians who
settled the region 3,000 yvears s, with later
influences from the Celts, Romans, Swabians,
and Moors. Included in the Portuguese popu-
lation today are retornados, Portuguese from
overseas colonies who returned o Portugal in
the 1970s. The nation's culture is marked by
north-south and urban-roral distinctions, In
rural areas, traditional kinship. craft. religious,
and medical practices are often combined with
Roman Catholicism and economic and politi-
cal reforms initiated in Lisbon. Parts of Portu-
mal were farmed under the Roman larifundia
system, in which estates were held by one fam-
ily and farmed by serfs. That system has given
wiy 1o a class-based society in which farming
is declining and employment in the manufac-
turing and service seclors is growing.



Brazilians and other people from Latin
America (primarily Venezuelans) number
about 27,000. They are mainly returnees of
Portuguese ancestry or people of mixed Por-
tuguese and other ancestry, As many have eas-
ily assimilated into Portuguese society. the
figure 27,000 probably represents only those
who have amved recently and are still counted
as Brazilian.

Goanese number only a few thousand and
are people of mixed Portuguese and Indian
ancestry from the former colony of Goa on
the west coast of India. Most are now assimi-
lated into Portuguese society.

Azoreans and Madeirans are residents of
Portuguese overseas departments. Azoreans
are the residents of the Azores Archipelago in
the Atlantic Ocean, first settled by the Portu-
guese in the mid-1400s. The modern popula-
tion of 240,000 is muluethnic in origin, with
Portuguese, Italians, Germans, Britons,
Spaniards, conversos (Jews who converted to
Roman Catholicism in the 1400s). Moors, and
Flemings having settled on the islands at vari-
ous times. A class system separates business-
men of foreign ancestry from the general
population. Today, Azoreans are almost all
Roman Catholic. The 1sland 1s under Portu-
guese control, but the traditional, rural way of
life contrasts with modern Portuguese influ-
ences. There has been a considerable amount
of immigration to the United States,

Madeirans are the residents of the Madeira
Archipelago in the Atlantic Ocean, first settled
by the Portuguese in the early 1400s. The
Madeira Archipelago is an autonomaous region
of Portugal with economic matters influenced
by British interests. The population of about
260,000 is a mixture of the Portuguese, Brit-
ons, Spaniards, and Africans who have at van-
ous times settled on the island. Nearly all
Madeirans are Roman Catholic, and the
Church plays a major role in supporting Por-
tuguese rule. There has been considerable 1im-
migration to South Africa and Canada.

Macaoans are ethnic Chinese from the
colony of Macao, which 15 scheduled for re-
turn to China in 1999, Most are shopkeepers
and more are expected to seek residence in
Portugal as the deadline for the Chinese take-
over of the sland grows closer.
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Africans number anywhere from 45,000 to
well over 100,000 and came mainly from the
former colones of Angola and Mozambique,
although undocumented immigrants also have
come from North Africa. They are poor and
live in ghettos in large cities such as Lisbon
and Oporto and are the object of racial dis-
crimination i housing, employment, and edu-
caton,

Gypsies are estimated at between 20,000
and 100,000. They remain a poor, marginalized
group unassimilated into Portuguese society.
They, along with many Africans, occupy the
bottom rung of Portuguese society.

Other groups include small numbers of
Romanians and Pakistanis seeking asvlum,
and reurees and expatniates from the United
States and Canada and from northern Euro-
pean nations such as Great Britain and Ger-
many.

Ethnic Relations

From the 1930s until 1981, Portugal was a
nation of emigration, with workers immigrat-
ing to Brazil, Germany, France, and the United
States, and their families often following. To-
day there is a Portuguese diaspora of nearly
four million people, with the largest popula-
tions in Brazil, France, the United States,
Canada, South Africa, Venezuela, and Spain.
The flow of money from these nations buck to
families in Portugal, as well as frequent com-
munication, return visits, and resettlement in
Portugal, has altered Portuguese culture and
involved it to a greater extent in the world
economy. In 1973, the flow of emigrants
slowed, and some Portuguese immigrants be-
gan returning to Portugal, primanly from other
European nations, Diversification of the popu-
lation began in the carly 1960s. The breakup
of the overseas Portuguese empire resulted in
the repatriation of ethnic Portuguese from
these outposts and migration to Portugal by
those who had supported the Portuguese re-
gimes in Angola, Mozambigue, Goa, Macao,
East Timor, and Brazil. Later immigrations
brought indigenous people from these nations,
as well as peoples from North Africa. [nitially,
a significant number moved on to other na-
tions in Europe, but in the 1980s and 1990s,



relations with most other ethnic groups are dif-
ficult, ranging from open warfare {as with the
Chechens) to peaceful conflicts over political
and economic autonomy with virtually all
other groups. Soviet government policies of
the 1980s, which allowed lar greater expres-
sion of ethnic identity, have continued in the
post-Soviet era, leading to many local conflicts
between Russian officials and indigenous
peoples for political and economic control.

Cossacks were not an ethnic group, but
rather a “military race”—mercenaries in the
service of Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, and
Poland, usually fighting against the Tatars and
Turks and other non-Russian groups (although
the first Cossacks were actually Tatars em-
ployed by the Russians). Early Cossack settle-
ments were located near rivers that flowed
south into the Black and Caspian seas. The
largest and best known was the Don Cossacks,
who lived on the Don River, served the tsar,
and gave rise to other Cossack groups. The
second largest group was the Zaporozhe Cos-
sacks in the Ukraine, who matnly acted as pi-
rates. raiding ships in the Black Sea. Both
groups produced men for newer Cossack
groups 1n Russia, Ukramne, and Siberia, or
served as models for these new groups. Most
Cossack groups were named after a river or
the region where they lived. At first these
groups were composed solely of men, but in
the 17th century the custom changed—most
Cossacks married, and settled family life be-
came more common, The Cossacks served the
governments of Russia, Poland, and Ukraine
from the 1500s until the Russian Revolution.
In the 1920s and 1930s, over one million were
killed by the new Russian government, and
Cossack settlements were destroved. In the
post-Soviel era, the Cossacks have reemerged
as a group, with some claiming special status
and offering to protect Russians living in other
republics.

Indizenous Peoples of the North

The term Peoples of the North refers 1o the
26 groups of indigencus peoples of northern
Russia and Siberia who total about 560,000
people, a very small and widely dispersed
population. Regular contact with Russians
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dates to 1600s or earlier for some groups, and
in all groups the contact either destroyved or
seriously damaged the indigenous cultures.
The traditional economy based on remndeer
herding, hunting, gathering, or fishing was
replaced by involvement in the fur trade and
then wage labor. Traditional shamamstic reli-
gions were replaced with Russian Orthodoxy,
Russian was made the language of daily life,
nomadic bands were forcibly settled, and dis-
ease and forced relocations caused serious
depopulation. While all groups experienced
these impacts, there are differences in the de-
gree to which traditional cultures have survived
tfor Peoples of the North. At one extreme are

Peoples of the North in Russia

Croup Area Population
Aleut .................. Pnbilofand .......................... 600
Commander Islands
Chukchee ... . Northeastern Sihera .. 15180
Chuvan .......... . Northwestern Sibersa ... 1,510
Dolgan ............... North of Arcvie Circle ... 6,000
Fowis o Nocthwestern Sibern o 2000
Even o Northeastern Sihena . 17200
Fovenks ... Central and Southersn L SOLOEH)
=iheri
leelmen .. Kamwhatka Perinsula 2500
Rhamiy ... Northeastern sthena 22 5100
khorvaks oo kamchatka Peninsula . 8000
Mansi.................  Northwestern Sibena . 8500
Nanaoo Western Siberia 120600
Nemets o Northwestern Siberia L 32000
Naasan .. Sorthwestern Sibena 1200
Nivkh o Sakhabn sland, ... 4,500
=antheasiern sthera
Cheocho ... BSoutheastern Sibera o THE)
Orok .................. Sakhalin sland ... 200
Saami (Lapps) .. Koka Peresula o TSN
Selkup e Southwestern Siberia 350
ofabar o Southecentral Sl L T
Udeger ............... Eastern Siberia ... 2,000
Vleh ... Sowthessiern =Sthena o 2 500
Yakut o Northeasiern =ibera o SH2 060G
Yukaow. ... Mortheastern Siberia o T HD
Yupak {(Assatwe
Fskimos) ... Northeastern Sitherg 2 000



number 163,008 in European Russia, with sev-
eral thousand more scattered in Siberia. They
live in the Republic of the Kalmykia-Khalmag
Tangch, north of the Caspian Sea. They began
migrating west in the late 16th century, even-
tually settling and coming under Russian con-
trol. In 1771, the majority of the population
migrated back to China, and the remaining
Kalmyk people are ancestors of the original
population. Relations with the Russians were
generally positive; Russians and Ukrainians
settled in the Kalmykia region, and many
Kalmyks became Cossacks. Under Soviet rule,
Kalmyk demands for autonomy were violently
repressed, and in 1943, the Kalmyks were de-
ported to Siberia and their republic dissolved.
In 1956 they began returning, although they
are now a minority population in the republic,
While relations with the Russians remain
tense, the Kalmyks have stressed control of
local mineral resources rather than political
autonomy in the post-Soviet era. They are di-
vided in religion among Lamaist Buddhism,
Russian Orthodoxy, and atheism.

Tatar is a general label tor people who are
now adherents of Islam and/or claim to be de-
scended from the Tatar-Mongols who invaded
parts of Europe and Asia in the 13th century.
In fact, most people so identified today are not
direct descendants of the Mongols, but are,
instead, descended from Turkic-speaking
peoples who mixed with other groups and who
took the name in the 16th century. The Tatars
in the former Soviet Union number 6.6 mil-
lon, with 5.5 million in Russia, making them
the largest ethnic minority in the nation. Of
the various Tatar groups, two are especially
prominent—the Crimean Tatars and the Volga
Tatars. Another large group, the Siberian
Tatars, is now largely assimilated into the
dominant Russian population or has mixed
over the centuries with indigenous peoples in
the region. Crimean Tatars number about
600,000 and hve mainly in Central Asia. Only
about 250,000 live in Crimea, which 1s now
part of Ukraine. After several centuries of self-
rule and cooperation with the Ottoman Em-
pire, they came under Russian domination in
the rmd-1600s, and until they were deported
to Central Asia and Siberia in 1944, Crimean
Tatars were the object of Russification, Sovi-
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etization, and genocidal policies. In Central
Asia, they campaigned for return to Crimea,
In the 1990s, the 1ssue remains unresolved—
Ukrainians and Russians in Crimea oppose
their return. The Volga Tatars, numbering five
million, live primarily in Tatarstan and
Bashkirstan in Russia, but also in a number of
other former Soviet republics. They are divided
into three major subgroups: Mishars,
Kazanis, and Krjashen, the last being Ortho-
dox while the other two are Muslim. The Volga
Tatars are descended from the Bulgars who
inhabited the region during the Mongol inva-
sions in the 14th century. Like the Crimean
Tatars, they suffered from Russification and
Sovietization, though not deportation. They
have been among the leading advocates of eth-
nic rights, and with the fall of the Soviet Umon,
they have been demanding sovereignty for
Tatarstan and surrounding republics and have
been promoting a pan-Turkic movement. Their
demands have been rejected by Russia, in part
because of the rich oil reserves in the region
and in part because of a fear of the influence
of Islam in Russia.

Altai refers to a number of related groups
numbenng about 73,300 and who live in the
Altai mountains in southern Siberia on the
borders of China, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan.
They are descended from Turkic and Mongo-
lian peoples and have been a distinct group
since the 6th century. Under Russification and
Sovietization, they shifted from herding and
hunting to agriculture, their religion was re-
pressed although it survived in private, Rus-
sian became the official language, and Russian
and Ukrainian settlers became the majority
population in their region. Despite their small
numbers, many Altai resisted assimilation, and
since the [980s there has been a pronounced
cultural revival, focusing on their indigenous
shamanistic religion.

Koreans number about 107,000 in Russia,
representing about one-third of the Korean
population in the former Soviet Union. At one
time, all Koreans in Russia lived in the Rus-
sian Far East, but they were deported to Cen-
tral Asiain 1937 and most have remained there.
Many koreans have taken Russian names and
converted to Eastern Orthodoxy, so many are
assimilated or identify themselves as Russians



indigenous languages with Russian, suppres-
sion of indigenous religions, conversion of
subject peoples to Russian Orthodoxy, and the
forced settlement of formerly nomadic
peoples. Russification altered all of the non-
Russian cultures of Russia and destroved some
of them. Cultures that were drastically changed
by Russification are referred to as Russified,
although usually at least some traditions were
maintained, and many groups are now attempt-
ing to revive their indigenous languages, re-
duce Russian economic and political influence,
and reverse environmental destruction of their
lands caused by Russian and Soviet economic
development programs. However, schools,
hospitals, towns, factories, farms, and even fea-
tures of the associated social order established
by Russians are likely to remain.

The fall of the Russian Empire and the
Bolshevik Revolution ended Russification.
But, by the 1920s it was replaced by Soviet-
ization, which retained three key features of
Russification: replacement of indigenous lan-
guages with Russian, Russian settlement in
non-Russian areas, and Russian control of the
economy. Sovietization differed, however, in
that its avowed goal was not expansion of the
Russian Empire. [nstead, its purpose was to
suppress ethnic and regional loyalties, alleg-
edly so that all people would prosper from
being members of the Soviet state. Sovietiza-
tion especially emphasized economic change,
and in accord with Communist principles, pri-
vate property was abolished, property owner-
ship passed to the state, and workers were
organized into vanous forms of collectives. In
addition, the Russian Orthodox religion and
other religions were banned. During the rule
of Josef Stalin from 1926 to 1953, persecu-
tion of non-Russian groups was especially
harsh, and millions of people accused of dis-
lovalty were killed or forcibly relocated, in-
cluding entire ethnic populations. As with
Russification, Sovietization not only involved
peoples in Russia, but peoples in all of the re-
publics that formed the Soviet Union. Also as
part of Sovietization, a number of semi-inde-
pendent ethnic republics, regions, and districts
were established in Russia. In theory, the eth-
nic group for which the republic was named
was to have a considerable measure of au-
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tonomy; in practice, many of these regions
were heavily populated by Russians who ex-
erted significant influence, and the government
in Moscow maintained control.

Following the Soviet government’s policy
of “openness™ and greater freedom for con-
stituent republics and ethnic groups that be-
gan in the mid-1980s and the partial shift to a
market economy a few years later, the Soviet
Union disintegrated. By 1991, all of the former
republics of the Soviet Union were indepen-
dent nations, some ailied as the Common-
wealth of Independent States. Russia was again
a single nation, not the center of an empire,
although a nation with over 1 ethnic groups
within its borders. In addition. millions of eth-
nic Russians stll lived outside of Russia in
the former Soviet republics, where—no longer
supported by the government in Moscow—
they had become an ethnic minority that the
local people sought to displace.

In post-Soviet Russia, ethnic relations in
the 1990s are characterized by six major
trends:

*  The revival of strong ethnic nationalism
sentiments among most national and
regional groups, which has led to many
revolts against Russian rule. The longest
and bloodiest of these has been the
Russians’ war with the Chechens in the
Caucasus over Chechen independence.

*  An mdigenous rights movement among
the Peoples of the North and other small
groups who seek cultural autonomy and
are attempting to revive their traditional
cultures, especially their languages and
religions. These peoples also seek to halt
the Russian economic exploitation of
natural resources in their regions, which
has already caused catastrophic
environmental damage in some locales.

« A revival of anti-Semitism and anti-
Gypsy sentiment, despite the fact that
many Jews have left and continue to
leave Russia, and Gypsies are few in
number. Both groups are scapegoated for
Russia’s economic problems.

= Ethnic conflict between rivals for
economic and political control in some
regions. Most rivalry involves Russians
and a local ethnic group. but some is
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Spain has a population of 39.5 million and 1s ethnically heterogeneous. Castilian Spanish is
the official language, but an estimated 25% of Spanish citizens use another language in their
homes. The 1978 constitution allows Catalan, Valencian, Euskera (the Basque language), Galician,
and Majorcan to be considered co-official with Castilian Spanish.

Eithnmic Composition

While the overwhelming majority of the resi-
dents of Spain identify themselves as
Spaniards, there are also a number of distinct
regional minorities and linguistic minorities,
and in recent years, an increasing number of
foreign workers. Among the regional and lin-
guistic minorities, the Basques are the only
group actively engaged in an ethnic separatist
movement, while the Catalans continue to
press the government for greater regional au-
tonomy. Other regional groups, including the
Andalusians, Castilians, Galicians, and
Leonese, are largely integrated into Spanish
society. In addition, Spain has a growing popu-
lation of immigrants from other parts of the
world who choose to live there because of
employment opportunities, low costs, and the
favorable climate. Official estimales suggest
that there are about 400,000 individuals from
other nations currently in Spain. This is prob-
ably an undercount, especially in regard to
people who immigrate there from North Af-
rica. Immigration to Spain, particularly from
elsewhere in Europe and the Americas, was
motivated by the low housing costs from the
1960s on and by the opportunities provided
for business development by economic expan-
sion in Spain. During most of that period,
however, Spain was also a country of emigra-
tion, as many Spamiards left for countries in
western and northern Europe to work in the
tourism, construction, and other industries.
Since the 1980s, some of them have returned
to Spain, while others have immigrated with
their families and have evidently chosen to stay
in these other nations, such as Switzerland,
Belgium, the Netherlands, and France.

Spain has a number of native populations.
In addition to the Spaniards, there are the
Andalusians, Basques, Catalans, Galicians,
Canarnans, Leonese, and Herders of the North.
Spaniard 1s a national cultural designation
rather than a name for a specific ethnic group.

Spain was settled over a period of thousands
of vears by Ibenans, Goths, and Celtic peoples,
and the Moors ruled part or virtually all of the
Iberian peninsula from a.p. 711 to 1429, when
Spain was unified under the Crown of Castille.
Modern Spain and the modern Spanish people
reflect all of these ancient influences, inte-
grated with influences from the various re-
gional cultures, including the Catalans,
Leonese, Ancalusians, and Galicians. Because
of its political domination, modern Spain
strongly reflects Castilian cultural influences,
including Roman Catholicism (to which 95%
of the population adheres), and the use of the
Castilian dialect of Spanish as the official lan-
guage. The Castilian influence 1s felt most
overseas Spanish communities and former
colonies, particularly in the New World.

The four major regional groups that con-
tinue to maintain some degree of cultural au-
tonomy are the Basques, Cananans, Catalans,
and Galicians.

Basques live in northern Spain on both
sides of the border between Spain and France.
They number approximately 3 million in that
region, 90% of whom live in Spain. The
Basques refer to the region as Euskadi, mean-
ing Country of the Basque. The origins of the
Basque people are unknown, and their lan-
guage is unrelated to any other language of
Europe. Nevertheless, they have been a known
population in the region for 1,000 vears and
have successfully resisted rule by various
groups, including the Romans, Moors, French,
and Castiles. The Basque region is one of the
fastest growing and most rapidly developing
regions of Spain. It is considered a highly de-
sirable region in which to live and do busi-
ness, and there has been a major influx of
Spaniards into the region. The Basques are
now a minority in Euskadi. The unique sense
ol Basque wlentity 15 based on a number of
factors, including their long residence in the
region; their resistance to outside rule; the



The ethnic complexity of Swedish society
today is a recent development—prior to World
War 11, Sweden was extremely homogeneous
in language and ethnic composition. The na-
tion had a nationalistic, antiforeigner bias that
was reflected in restrictive policies directed at
non-Nordic immigrants, The belief underly-
ing these policies was set forth in a 1927 bill
before the Swedish Parliament, which stated
that “the population of Sweden consists of an
unusually unitary and blended race . . . the
value of this can hardly be overestimated.”
Other than Nordic immigrants, only a trickle
of German, Walloon, Dutch, and Scottish im-
migrants found their way to Sweden from the
Middle Ages on.

During World War [I, Sweden was a neu-
tral nation, and thousands of refugees fled to
Sweden, primarily from Denmark, Norway,
and Finland but also from Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania. Sweden’s immigration policy
changed, and migration to Sweden increased
dramatically after the war. Population losses
in many countries and lower irth rates com-
bined with economic reconstruction programs
created a demand for labor in Western Europe
that could not be met within the countries
themselves, Sweden, because of 1ts neutral sta-
tus during the war, was more prepared for post-
war economic expansion than most other
European countries, and along with Switzer-
land, was the first to open its gates to foreign
labor. As a center of migration, it attracted
streams of migrations from the Baltic area
(1944-45), Poland (the vears around 1945),
Hungary {1956}, and Yugoslavia,

Although labor migration ended in 1972,
Family members of earlier migrants have con-
tinued to arrive since then, and their children
miake up about 20% of the non-Swedish popu-
lation, Sweden’s liberal immigration and refu-
gee policies, its willingness to grant citizenship
to non-Swedes, and 1ts acceptance of non-
Swedish cultures have encouraged immi-
grants, refugees, and asylum-seekers to come
to Sweden and settle there. About 50% of the
non-Swedes living in the country are citizens,
and Sweden ranks first in the world in the ac-
ceptance of refugees, with a ratio of one per-
son settled or granted asylum per 47 residents
of the nation.
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Swedes number 7.85 million and consti-
tute 89% of the population of Sweden. They
are descended from reindeer hunters who fol-
lowed the herds from Central Europe to Swe-
den about 14,004} years ago. Although Sweden
is traditionally an agrarian country, agriculture
has virtually disappeared as a livelihood and®
has been replaced by manufacturing and ser-
VICES.

In addition to the Swedes, the Saami
(Lapps) form another indigenous population.
The Saami are the indigenous people of the
tundra, taiga, and coastal zones north of lati-
tude 62°. They number roughly 17,000, the
majority of whom live in northern Sweden,
although a large number also hive in
Stockholm. Their traditional mode of subsis-
tence is reindeer herding, but they are also
engaged in farming, fishing, and entrepreneur-
ial pursuits. Early contacts between Saami and
Swedes came through traders and tax collec-
tors. Initially, Swedish authorities viewed the
Saami simply as reindeer herders, and a policy
emerged that was aimed at economic and eth-
nic¢ segregation. The Swedish government in-
troduced “agricultural borders” {odlings-
gransen) in 1867 so that different peoples
could exploit different features of the environ-
ment. The mountain plateaus did not suit the
needs of the Swedish farmer, but they did ac-
commodate the wide-ranging economic activi-
ties of the Saami, particularly their reindeer
herding. By the end of the 19h century, the
Swedish policy toward the Saami could be
summed up as “let the Saami be Saam.”

The attitude of Swedish authorities to
Saami culture has changed dramatically since
World War I1. An integral part of the new policy
has been the acceptance of Saami cultural and
social hfe as a responsibility of the state. The
Swedish government coordinates activities
centrally and delegates tasks o specilically
Saami organizations. While traces of paternal-
ism may still be present in Swedish policy, the
Saami enjoy the freedom to pursue their own
interests as a distinet ethnic group.

Sweden also has a sizable population of
people from the three other Nordic nations.
Danes are the fifth largest non-Swedish group,
numbering 278,000, Danes, as well as Finns
and Norwegians, have migrated to Sweden for



the cantons. As the largest group—and because
of their dominance in banking, insurance, and
indusiry-—the German Swiss are capable of
controlling some aspects of Swiss life. For
example, hostility to non-Swiss is seen by
some as reflecting German rather than gen-
eral Swiss sentiments. The German Swiss
population is about one-half Roman Catholic
and one-half Protestant. German Swiss gen-
erally speak English, the language of global
comimerce, as a second language.

Italian Swiss number about 700,000, or
1% of the population, and live almost exclu-
sively in two cantons in the south on the bor-
der with Italy. Agriculture has been replaced
by banking, tourism, and industry, and cultural
ties 1o ltaly {(especially to Milan) are stronger
than those to other peoples in Switzerland. At
various times, the Italian Swiss were under
German domination, so various policies have
been developed to protect Italian Swiss own-
ership of land and to revive traditional arts and
crafts. Most are Roman Catholic with an over-
lay of local beliefs and practices. The Italian
Swiss are citizens, which distinguishes them
from Italian guest workers, although relations
between the communities are close and they
jointly support Italian Swiss schools, churches,
and organizations.

French Swiss number about 1.2 million,
or 18% of the population. They live mainly in
western Switzerland near the French border.
They speak French, are mainly Roman Catho-
hie, and culturally are ned to Pans. There is
some resentment of German hegemony, but
they enjoy peaceful relations with the other
Major groups.

Jurassians, who number about 70,000, are
the Catholic, French-speaking residents of Jura
Canton, established in 1975 following ethnic
conflict between Catholic French speakers and
Protestant German speakers in Bern Canton
dating to the early 1800s. The conflict was no-
table in the 20th century for the use of vio-
lence. Relations are now peaceful, but some
Jurassians would prefer to have the canton
enlarged to include Protestant French speak-
ers in Bern,

Romansch are speakers of the Romansch
language and live in the Canton of Graubunden
(Grisons) in southern Switzerland. Number-

Europe—Switzerland 89

ing only 65,000, they are full members of the
Swiss Confederation, although their language
is slowly disappearing and the group is assimi-
lating into the German Swiss and Ttalian Swiss
communities as young people are drawn into
urban Swiss society,

Additionally, there are substantial numbers
of guest workers in Switzerland, along with
small numbers of people from many other na-
tions who either are wealthy or have amved
as refugees or asylum-seekers. Spanish guest
workers began arriving in the early 1970s.
They now number about 300,000 and include
many children bom in Switzerland. They work
in unskilled jobs in tourism, industry, and con-
struction, and as domestics. Chain migration,
marriage within the commumty, Swiss hostil-
ity, and the presence of some 175 Spanish or-
ganizations suggest a strong ethnic identity.

Italians, in contrast to ltalian Swiss, are
guest workers who are dispersed throughout
Switzerland and work in low-paid jobs in tour-
ism, industry, and construction. They number
about 400,000 and many now live in the ltal-
ian Swiss cantons in the south where industry
has developed. Some are permanent residents
while others cross the border daily to work in
German Swiss—owned factories. They main-
tain ties both to ltaly and the ltalian Swiss
commumnity.

Austrians number 29,000, all of whom are
native speakers of German and came to Swit-
zerland to obtain skilled or professional em-
ployment.

Tibetan refugees fleeing Chinese rule 1n
Tibet now number about 2,000, They have
settled in Switzerland since 1960 with the aid
of the Swiss Red Cross.

F.thme Relatons

Relations among the three main Swiss groups
are peaceful, despite differences in language
and religion, and residential 1solation in dit-
ferent cantons. Among factors promoting
harmony are a world view that sees outsiders
as hostile to the Swiss; a political system that
places power in the local districts, cantons, and
individual citizens: hostlity to foretgn resi-
dents; and a high standard of living. Relations
are less friendly with guest workers, who con-
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United Kingdom

he United Kingdom encompasses the peoples of England. Scotland, Wales, and Northern

Ireland. Although often used synonymously with “United Kingdom,” Great Britain refers
only to England, Scotland, and Wales. The United Kingdom is located off the northwest coast of
continental Europe and has a population of 58.5 million. The population is heavily concentrated
in England, with 2.9 million in Wales, 5.1 million in Scotland, and 1.6 million in Northern
[reland. The Scots and Welsh are descended from the early Celuic inhabitants while the English
trace their ancestry from the Anglo-Saxons who conquered the region in the 6th and 7th centu-
ries. However, there has been considerable mixture among these groups and with others such as
the Danes. Wales came under English control in 15336, Ireland in the 1600s, and Scotland in the
F700s. When Ireland achieved full independence in 1949, Engiand retained control of Northern
Ireland. Unity across the political entities 15 achieved in large part by the use of the Enghsh
language, adherence to Protestantism, and centralized rule from London.

Ethnic Composition *  Arab

. ; . * Chinese
ant'l:n_W::]:;'ld War 11, the LTr.ulcd _ngdr:u: ;ms Any other racial o ethnic group, or of
an ethnically hﬂmngm_wc-m :-:m,ulut:-,r, jwnt ess srikad Ficinl o shiile decisni
than 1% of the population not of English, Insh,

Scottish, or Welsh ongin. Although for centu-
ries people from Western Europe had settled
in England, they had been quickly assimilated,
and distinct ethnic communities, other than
those formed by Jews, were rare. Similarly,
Africans brought to the UK. as slaves or ser-
vants, or those sent from British colonies for
education 1n the early 2(th century, did not
form large ethnic communities. However, this
situation changed within 25 years of the end
of World War I1 as the British worldwide colo-
nial empire disintegrated and hundreds of
thousands of people of non-British ethnicity
poured into England. Although non-British
account for only 5% of the population, they
are a major presence in many large cities, and
the country’s ethme composition—in England
especially—now mirrors that of its former
cimpire.

The British census classifies the population
into the following categories:

*  English, Welsh, Scots, or Irish
*  Other European

*  West Indian or Guvanese

*  African

* Indian

* Pakistani

= Bangladeshi

While this system does allow the identifica-
tion of major ethnic groups in the UK., it does
not account for the full range of ethmicity found
there. A more comprehensive system includes
the following major groups, although it should
be kept in mind that the UK. has members of
virtually every national ethnic group and many
smaller groups living within its borders.

British (Subjects of the United Kingdom)
English
Scots (Highland and Lowiand)
Welsh
Northern Irish Protestants

Linguistic Minorities
Gael
Cormish
Manx

Africans
West Afrnicans
East Africans
South Africans
Afro-Caribbeans

Asians
[ndians (Sikhs, Punjabis, Gujaratis)
Pakistanis
Bangladeshis
Asians from Africa



one another but are full
participants in British
society.

Jews form the major
religious minority. Jews
have lived in the U.K. for
over 1,000 years. They
were expelled in 1290,
and although a small
number returned in the
1600s, most arrived af-
ter 1880. The current
population is about
350,000 and is heavily
concentrated in London.
All branches of Juda-
i1sm—Orthodox, Con-
servative, and Reform—
are represented. The
overwhelming majority
are Eastern European
Jews, although there is a thriving Sephardic
community as well.

As Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, Arabs, and
some Indians are Muslims, there are over one
million Muslims in the U.K., making Islam
the third largest religious group. However, their
identity as Muslims is a less salient feature to
the general population than their identity as
Asians or Arabs,

F.thme Relations

In the 1990s, the U.K. is often described as
resembling the United States both in ethnic
composition and ethnic relations. There are
major differences between the two nations, but
one similarity is the treatment of the “Black™
population. In Great Britain, all non-Europe-
ans, whether African, Arab, Afro-Caribbean,
Indian, or South Asian are commonly lumped
as Blacks, although Asians are sometimes
treated as a separate category. But, even then,
there is lumping—all South Asians are re-
garded as “Pakistanis.” Although official policy
and laws are opposed to racial and ethnic dis-
crimination, and programs have been funded
to support minority cultures and languages,
prejudice and discrimination remain a serious
problem in British society. From the perspec-
tive of the White British, non-Europeans in the
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Black youths tossing stones at police during race riots in the Brixton section of
London in 1951. Ethnically homogeneous before 1945, the United Kingdom is
now a mudticiltural soctety. Photo: UPYCorbws-Bettmann,

U.K. are ranked on a scale of discrimination
starting with the Pakistanis at the top, who
experience the greatest persecution. Follow-
ing the Pakistanis are Afro-Caribbeans,
Africans, Arabs, and then Asian Indians. Al-
though Indians are subject to less
discrimination than other groups, they are of-
ten classified as Pakistanis and are treated
accordingly. As a group, these “Blacks” form
the lowest level of British society, live in the
poorest inner-city neighborhoods, hold the
lowest-paying jobs, are more likely to be un-
employed, and have the least education. While
minority groups have established ethnic orga-
nizations to represent their interests, they have
little influence at the national level. White
Briush see these newcomers as competition
for scarce jobs in a changing economy and as
placing a financial burden on British society
through use of public-supported housing, edu-
cation, and health care.

The failure of the U.K. in 1995 to support
a European Union initiative to develop a com-
mon antiracism policy has led to charges by
other nations that Britain is a racist society.
Adding weight to these charges were new Bril-
ish policies in 1995 regarding asylum-seek-
ers, designed to make it more difficult for them
to remain in the U.K. At the same time, how-
ever, the UK. has—since immigrants began





